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| THE perſon who ventures himſelf as an 
author, has three objects in view, 
either pride, proſit, or inſtruction; to one 
or all of theſe, the publie are indebted, as 
well for the reputable, as the moſt indifferent 
ſallies of the preſs. In this confeſſion the 
writer of the following pages naturally in- 
cludes himſelf; and if he ſhould be deſired 
to take his choice, and ſay which of theſe 
motives influenced his mind to gorge on the 
world ſuch a drug as ſermons, he will 
frankly anſwer— that it was a moderate 
mixture perhaps of the three. i | 
| | a 4 7 With 
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With 88 to pride, he has N but 
very humble pretenſions to that as an author; 
and if he poſſeſſed the greateſt, there is no- 
thing of real novelty which can be found out 
in the word of God; as nothing can be ad- 
ded, ſo nothing muſt be taken away ;—here 
the moſt towering genius is held faſt by the 
written letter; and the truths which are re- 
vealed, have been repeatedly held forth by 
the moſt embroidered pens! He further 
knows, that whatever little approbation he 
might have acquired in the delivery of theſe 
diſcourſes, is much endangered when he 
dreſſes them in print; for preaching and 
compoſing have two very diſtinct merits / 


Having thus acquitted himſelf, ina great 
degree he hopes, from pride, he begs now ta 
examine himſelf on the motive of profit, and 
here he deſpairs not of the unanimous ſup- 
port of many witneſſes to proteſt, that of all 
the ſubjects on earth, he could not have been 
ſo unfortunate in any as that of a er mon 
vender, to gratify his hopes: Divinity is 
an article very ſeldom called for. No !—an 


obſcene 25 Y, an indecent print, a deluding 


novel, 
a 


1 

novel, a few precious leaves of detraction 
tis theſe are the favourites — tis theſe 
which faſcinate the eye, and are all in 
vogue! theſe are greedily ſought after, and 
delicately preſerved; while the toils of piety 
 _andof learning—the expiring words of holy 

men and ſaints—the dignity of our nature 
—and the glory of religion—theſe are out 
of date, forgotten and deſpiſed—theſe lie 
cheaply huddled on ſome obſcure ſtall, and 


like their inſulted authors, are buried in 
their duſt ! 


. . the hopes of profit in this 

inſtance, muſt be truly forlorn ! Indeed, ſo 
ſhamefully little are the incomes of the un- 
beneficed clergy in this country, that it is 
natural to add, if they can, a ſomething 
to that little. Should even their indiſcre- 
tions paſs unnoticed, poverty cannot be 
hid; and where-ever ſhe is, contempt ac- 
companies her. It would require very little 
logic to prove, that thoſe very indiſcretions 
are too often, either the cauſe or the conſe- 
quence of their narrow circumſtances :—for 
inſtance, a clergyman ſhould appear in every 
— * view 


. 
view ſuitable to his high calling; I mean, 
not in'omp nor parade; for thoſe are wholly 
repugnant to the injunctions of their hum- 
ble Maſter; but decency of apparel, of con- 
verſation, and of company, certainly be- 
comes them; and can this be effected with 
the narrow pittances deſtined to them? Ex- 

perience knows that it is impoſſible, eſpe- 
cCially in cities and market towns:—hence, 
then, they are ſuffered to ſink into the 
meaner walks of ſociety be at the mercy of 
ſome the ſcoff and perſecution of others! 


The Diſſenters do not behave ſo unfeel- 
mngly ;—they are generous ;—they raiſe ther 
teachers beyond the ſound of pity! 


The opportunity of exemplifying com- 
mon equity is ſcarcely allowed to ſome of the 
clergy, among whom at all times it ſhould be 
ſo nicely exact; for few will take into the 
account, that the circumſtances by no means 
keep pace with the principles: and what is 
an effort, nay, an impoſſibility for one to evi- 
dence is almoſt awkward for another to avoid. 
—Let a man be guilty of every excels, if he 

5 can 
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can but roar out the ſound of “ paying his 
way,” it will inſure him more reſpe& and 
countenance from the world than though 
he poſſeſſed every virtue, yet deficient in 
zncome / to ſuch inconveniencies are the un- 
beneficed clergy expoſed ;—how very much 
does this circumſtance alone take from the 
importance of their documents, and diſtreſs 
minds, which ſhould be made-as 1 as 
poſſible, to render others ſo ? 


. How many are obliged to degrade the 
dignity of their order by mean' avocations 
and ſecular employments! The fathers of 
our church nom theſe things; the woeful 
tales of unmerited diſtreſs, from their regu- 
lar-bred children too, almoſt weekly ſtare 
them in the face in the public prints; - per- 
haps they find relief in a merciful Larty / 


When will the time come, gracious and 
univerſal God! that this huge, this ungodly 
gulf, between the dignified and the unbe- 
neficed clergy, ſhall be removed—at preſent 
the opprobrium of our church, and the 


grief of all its good members? 
a 4 Alas! 


. 


( viii ) 

Alas! in vain were the zealous efforts of 
the worthy prelate of Landaff, to remove 
effectually ſuch oppreſſive diſtinctions; his 
heart, however, ſtill glows with the ſame 
ardour, and will not miſs an opportunity to 
accompliſh ſo juſt a cauſe. 


The clergy, of all men, ſhould not be ſo 
penuriouſly cramped, for they are particu- 
larly called upon to acts of charity, and at 
the ſame time their hands are tied down, by 
canon law, from adding to their little by 
any traffic or bufineſs. Many other things 
relating to this ſubje& preſs upon my pen 
for complaint; but all will be uſeleſs, till 
God ſhall give the temper to thoſe who have 
the opportunity of removing the evil which 
many thouſands have ſo long grievouſly la- 
mented. 15 


Happy for thoſe of the clergy, who, like 
the author, are in poſſeſſion of a power to 
ſtrengthen the little gains of the church 
by another profeſſion where canon law does 
not interfere ;—he means, ſuch as are gra- 


duated in phyſic, The practice of medi- 


cine, 


( i ) 
eine, at one tune, was principally confined 
to the prieſthood ; and at His time, it is 
practiſed by that order in ſeveral coun- 
tries ;—and it 1s his pleaſure to hear, that 
ſeveral of the eſtabliſhed clergy are reviv- 
ing the ſame cuſtom, and, in conjunRion 
with their clerical duties, are practiſing in 
the country, as well with credit and advan- 
tage to themſelves as others; and how ac- 
ceptable, in a country chiefly abounding 
with poor muſt be a parochial miniſter 
of this deſcription ?——In every ſort of 
diſtreſs, application is uſually made to the 
_ reſident clergyman; and where could his 
help be more happily adminiſtered, than to 
allay the pangs of diſeaſe ?—what favoura- 
ble opportunities would preſent themſelves, 
of inſtilling into their minds the precepts 
of religion ?—how would it endear his per- 
ſon to them, and ſweeten his documents? 
His miniſtry and his medicine would aid 
one another. He could take from the 
wealthy, and give to the poor. Providence 
will give his bleſſing to ſuch * endea- 
vours. 


A noble 
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A noble inſtance has been lately ſeen in 
Royalty, how much Heaven acknowledged 
the efforts of the much honoured and Re- 
verend Dr. Willis. May the ſucceſs of 
that þhyſ/ictan, and divine, ſerve as a popu- 
lar introduction to the ſtudy of medicine— 
to the knowledge of the human frame— 
the moſt natural of all enquiries; with- 
out which, in his opinion, every education 
is incomplete: for his own part, he does 
not heſitate to ſay, that if circumſtances ſhall 
require it, his reſolution is, to advantage 


himſelf by the practice of phyſic; and at 


the ſame time he feels ſuch a partiality and 


pleaſure in clerical duties, that whatever 


ſucceſs might attend it, he would, on no ac- 
count whatever, relinquiſh the other. That 


ſacred commiſſion which he received at the 
altar, he never will deſert /—F.ducated very 
early in medicine, and having at length re- 
ceived his diploma as Doctor of that facul- 


ty, during his reſidence in London for theſe 


two years laſt paſt, he has been very tena- 


cious not to Joſe, but to add to his ſtock of 


medical information as much as poſſible. He 
has, therefore, diligently attended the moſt 
eminent 


( x ) 
eminent lecturers in this place, in anatomy, 
phyſic, chemiſtry, &c.—ſo that without va- 
nity, or egotiſm—nay, he would rather re- 
fer, if neceſſary, to thoſe very profeſſors for 
the report of his medical attainments, 


Having thus much ſaid, he begs here to 
make a ſerious propoſition to Patrons of 
church preferment. | 


The author almoſt deſpairs of perſonal 
intereſt to ſecure him even a ſmall living!— 
With reſpett to his doctrine, and pretenſions 
as a preacher, the world may form ſome 
idea from what he hath written in this book. 
Now, if Patrons, in the diſpoſal of their fa- 
vours, really conſult the good of their fel- 
| low-creatures, and ſhould ſuch be convin- 
ced of the many advantages reſulting to a 
pariſh, in a clergyman thus fitted, he here 
pledges himſelf, that if honoured by an 
appointment, as Rector, or Vicar, of any 
church—no matter the country, nor the diſ- 
tance—that he will, then, not only, to the 
utmoſt of his power, faithfully and conſci- 
entiouſly diſcharge the ſacred duties of his 

| order, 


(xi) 
order, but will cheerfully be ready, at all 
times, to ſerve his poor pariſhioners with 
every poſſible advice and attention, without 
gratuity, or fee! 


Many apologies are certainly due ſor this 
digreſſion; but when ſpeaking on the ſub- 
ject of a clergyman's profit, theſe ideas 
branched in the author's way. He will, 
therefore, now briefly touch upon the laſt 
motive which tempted him to publiſh theſe 
ſermons, though he muſt candidly own, 
that they appeared to him as a very proper 
vehicle to uſher in the obſervations already 
made; but the hopes that ſome few might 
gather inſtruction from them, was aſſuredly 
the moſt prevailing wiſh. It is true, they 
have neither ſpeculation nor eloquence to 
recommend them. He rather wiſhed to ad- 
dreſs the heart with fervour, and with all 
decent brevity; for he moſt cordially agrees 
with good Biſhop Burnet, who, when ſpeak- 
ing of the clergy, ſays, © Long ſermons, in 
which points of divinity or. morality are 
regularly handled, are above the capacity 
of the people; werte and plain ones, upon a 

| large 


(ak: } 
large portion of ſcripture, would be better 
hearkened to, and have a much better ef- 
fect. They would make the hearers under- 
ſtand, and love the ſcriptures more.” And 
experience every where confirms this good 
prelate's aſſertion. 

The Author begs to expreſs his ſincere 
acknowledgments to thoſe who did him the 
honour of ſubſcribing to a book of this com- 
plexion; and thoſe who rather wiſhed their 
names not to appear in print, are equally 
entitled to his beſt thanks. 


London, 


Richmond Buildings, 
 1oth April, 1789. 
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1 
THE REVEREND 
RICHARD KAYE, L.L.D. 
DEAN or LINCOLN, 


ARCHDEACON or NOTTINGHAM, &c. 


— — —— 


REV. SIR, 


Ir the following Sermons ſhould not ap- 
pear to deſerve your Patronage, I am very 
confident that they will not provoke your 
cenſure. The Severity of ill-natured Cri- 
tieiſm is the Privilege only of a pigmy 
Temper; but well- taught Minds diſdain it. 

I ſhall 


(wi) 
1! ſhall at leaſt have Credit for ſelecting 
out your Name, and prefixing it to this Vo- 
lume; though indeed it cannot but expoſe 
me to ſome apparent Diſadvantages; for it 
will naturally remind the Public of thoſe 
Ornaments which diſtinguiſh you as a 
Preacher, and perhaps give them but an 
indifferent Reliſh for the humble Efforts ol 
my Pen. —They will likewiſe anticipate in 
you, a living Example of every written 
Diſcourſe : however, Sir, I will even hazard 
theſe Inconveniencies for ſo good an Op- 
portunity of ſaying that Preferment, how- 
ever great, to ſuch active generous Minds 
as yourſelf, is a public Bleſſing; it is a Curſe, 
however, to the Selfiſh and Indolent !! 


Allow me, Sir, in the Name of all thoſe 
who have the Honour and Happineſs of 
knowing you, to expreſs their ardent Wiſhes, 
that a Life ſo uſeful to the Church, and ſo 


 bene- 


(mw) 
beneficial to the Community, may long be 
preſerved in Health and Happineſs. 
I hon the Honour to remain, 
Reverend S8 1 R, 
With all due ReſpeR and Efleem, . 


Your obliged, | 


and honoured Servant, 


Richmond Buildings, } 
April 17th, 1789. 


*EDWARD BARRY. 


- — — —ũ—᷑—ũ4 . — 6 — — — 3 — — — ——— ͥꝗ - — — ꝑ . —ß —ẽ — — 
B  — — — ____———— _———————— —— —— n — —— B4ꝛ —yi—-——— ͤ ́ — 


— - — —U— — ——— — 


T — — nes — en—n e————. ee Rn CO —— — — — — — — — non 
— — 4 —— 


— — CO — H ˖Cðð — — 
—ͤ ———— .. j—P— 


4 


Mx S. Atkins, Fitzroy ſtreet 

Mr. Aldridge, Alderſgate ſtreet 

Mr. Ayers, Holborn-bars _ | 

Henry Thomas Avory, Eſq. Bride lane, 
Fleet ſtreet 

Rev. Mr. Acton, 3 Bentworth, 1 

Mr. Agar, Temple 


B. 


Mr. Blanchard, Newington-buts 

Mr. John Buraſton, John ſtreet 

Mr. Beard, Store ſtreet, 3 copies 
Rev. Mr, Buckley, High ftr. Mary-le-bone 
Rev. Mr. Bromley, Fitzroy chapel 
George Byng, Eſq. Berkeley ſquare 

— Broughton, Eſq. London ſtreet 


Mr. Bird, High ſtreet, Mary-le-bone 
A 2 _ Nath. 


( xx ) 
Nath. Bowring, Eſq. Eſſex ſtreet, Strand 
Mr. Bingley, New-inn-court 
Rev. Mr. Brown, Hackney 
Mr. Branſcomb, Holborn 
Mr. Barry, Charlotte ſtreet 
Mr. Ball, Princes ſtreet, Cavendiſh ſquare 
Burdon, Eſq. Fellow of Magdalen col. 
lege, Cambridge 
Mr. Blake, Blackfriars road 
Mr. Barry, Suffolk ſtreet 
G. Brudenell, Eſq. Great George ſtr. Weſlm, 
Mrs. Birdſman, South Molton ſtreet 
Mr. Boreman, Storr ſtreet 
Mr. Brown, Berwick ſtreet 
Mr. Brodie, Ely place, Holborn 
Mr. Boſſe, Middleſex Hoſpital 
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Mr. Caſtle, Tottenham- court road 
Mr. Carr, Glaſgow univerſity 

Edw. Connor, Eſq. Liſburn, Ireland 
| Mr. James Cameron, Gloſter ſtr. St. James's 
Mr. Clinfield, Hoſier lane, Smithfield 
Mrs. Conran, Matron, Middleſex 8 
Mr. Chapman, Tudor ſtreet 
Mr. Campbell, Lewiſham, Kent 


Mr. 
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Mr. Coodman, Old Broad ſtreet 

Mrs. Cuſter, Wells ſtreet 

Mr. Cumming, High ſtreet, i 
Capt. Camel, Tottenham- court road 

Mr. Clark, Took's court, Chancery lane 
Mr. J. Cox, Long Acre 

Mr. Charles Cleeve, Broad fir. Bloomſbury 
Rev. Mr. Connor, Orford 

Mr. Caſes, Paternoſter-row —0— 


D. 


John Davidſon, Eſq. Upper Norton ſtreet 
Mr. Dawſon, Drury lane 
Mr. Denniſon, Portman ſquare, 3 copies 
Miſs L. Daviſon, Gower ſtreet, Bedford ſqu. 
Mr. Dawes, Newman {treet 

E. 
Rev. Mr. Eyre, Hackney 


F. 


Mrs. Foulſton, Great Portland ſtreet 
Mr. Fretwell, High Holborn | 
| A 3 Mr. 
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Mr. Fox, Hung 

Mr. Fladgate, Swallow ſtreet 

Mr. Flower, Saliſbury court 

Mr. Fraſer, Clipſtone ſtreet 

Mr. William Fletcher, High ſtr. Bloomſbury 
Mr. Fawcett, Liſle ſtreet, Leiceſter ſquare 


G. 
Mr. Gale, White-hart yard 
—— - Greenell, Eſq. Portland ſtreet 
Mr. Grant, Printer, Wardour ſtreet 
Mr. Griffin, Bond ſtreet 
Mr. Goodwin, Saliſbury ſquare 
Mr. Gifford, Oxford ſtreet 
Mr. Gray, Bell Savage inn 
Mr. Joſ. George, Saliſbury court a 


3 | Mr. Godwin, Strand 
Mr. Godbold, Uxbridge 


K. 


Thomas Harrington, Eſq. L.L. D. Poland 
| ſtreet, 3 copies 
| Mr. Hebert, Portland ſtreet 
| Mr. Hill, Queen ſtreet, Soho, 6 copies 
Mr. 
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Mr. John Hough, Whitefriars wharf 
Mr. Harman, Margaret ſtr. Cavendiſh ſqu, 
Mr. Hoſlip, Doctors Commons 
Mr. Gardiner Hoare, Saliſbury court 
John Hall, Eſq. Profeſſor of Anatomy, 
Broad ſtreet, Poland ſtreet, 2 copies 
Mr. Haggard, Portland ftreet 
— Harper, Eſq. Harley ſtreet 
'—— Hylan, Eſq. Dublin 
Mr. Hayward, Shoe lane 
Mr. Harwood, Oxford ſtreet 
Mr. Hack, Shoe lane | 
Mr. Herne, Snow hill 
Mr. Hill, Fleet ſtreet 
Mr. Hamilton, Berwick ftreet 
Mrs. Hancock, Bedford ſquare 
Mr. Hamilton, Wine-office ſquare 
Thomas Hawys, Eſq. Charterhouſe ſquare 
Lord Hood, Admiralty-office | 
Honourable Mr. Hood, Admiralty-office 
Mr. Holmes, Compton ftreet 
Miſs Hutton, Duke ſtreet, Weſtminſter 


** | 
Mir. John Jackſon, Bohemia * Drury 


lane 
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Mr. Jones, Temple lane 


Mr. James, Fleet ſtreet 


Right Reverend Lord Biſhop of Kildare 
Rev. Mr. Kimpton, St. Matthew's, Bethnal 


Green 


L. 


Right Reverend Land Biſhop of Landaff, 


2 copies 


Rev. Dean of Lincoln 


Rev. Mr. Love, St. Saviour's 


Sir Watkin Lewis, M. P. King's road 


Alderman Le Meſurier, Eſq. M, P. Wal- 
brook 

Miſs Lowe, Lincoln 

Thomas Lockwood, Eſq. l ſquare 

Mrs. Long, Eaſt ſtreet, Red- lion ſquare 

Mr. Lawrence, High ſtreet, Mary-le-bone 


M. 


Mrs. Metcalf, Oxford ſtreet 
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Mr. Mackintoſh, Adelphi wharf 

Mr. Morris, High ſtreet, Mary-le-bone 

Mr. Morris, Inner Temple 

Mr. Matha, Portman ſquare 

Mr. Mackenzie, Green ſtreet, Park lane 

Mr. Maſley, Holles ſtreet, Cavendiſh ſquare 

Mr. Middleton, Strand 

Mrs. March, Wells ſtreet, Oxford road 

Mrs. Maynard, Matton lodge, Vorkſhire 

- Manners, Eſq. Charles ſtreet 

Mr. Morris, Attorney, Warwick ſtreet, Pall 
Mall 

Miſs Morgan, Eaſt ſtreet, Red- lion ſquare 

Mr. Richard Maiſhman, Churchill, Somerſet 

Mr. Henry Matthews, Churchill, Somerſet 

Miſs Mitz, High ſtreet, Mary-le-bone 

Mawley, Eſq. Tottenham ſtreet, 

2 copies 


N. 


Mr. Noble, Dean ſtreet 

Mr. Newman, Exeter Change, 4 copies 

Mr. Nutt, Lyons Inn 

Mrs. Naples, Charles ſtreet 

Mr. Naſh, Surgeon, Richmond Buildings 
Mr. 
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Mr. William Omerod, Hot Wells, Briſtol 5 
Mr. Ogle, Surgeon, Bedſord ſquare 
Mr. Owen, uy Place, Holborn, 4 copies 


P. 


Mr. Pollard, Lincoln's lun 

Mr. Prieſt, Holborn 

Mr. Price, Shoreditch 

Mr. Joſ. Phillips, City road 

Mr. Charles Pollock, Holywell ſtreet, Strand 
Dr. Pearſon, Leiceſter ſquare 

Mrs. Popham, Duke ſtreet, Weſtminſter 
Mr. Pittigrew, Surgeon, Fleet ſtreet 

Mr. Peter Paſquier, Ludgate hill 

Mr. John Prieſt, South Stoke-Newington 
Mr. James Prieſt, Beaufort- buildings, Strand 
Dr. W. Paul, Fulwood's- rents, Holborn 
Dr. Payne, Kenſington 

Mr. Parker, Churchill, Somerſet 


R. 


Mr. Roper, Craven-buildings, Strand 


Mr. 


Mr. Romaine, Strand, '2 copies 
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Mr. Rickhupp, Holborn, 3 copies 
Mrs. Rogers, Upper Charlotte ſtreet 
Mr. Rowney, Holborn - 

Mr. Read, Carey ſtreet, Lincoln's Inn 
Capt. Radcliff, Iſle-of-Man 


Mr. Thomas Raining, Churchill, Somerſet 
Mr. James Rich, Churchill, Somerſet | 


8. 


Stanton, Eſq. Howland ſtreet 
Mrs. Smythe, Bulſtrode ſtreet 


Mr. Samuel Showell, City road 


Mr. Samuels, High ſtreet, Mary: le- bone 
Mr. Saunders, Caſtle ſtreet, Oxford market 
Mr. Sharp, Fleet ſtreet 

Smythe, Eſq. High ſtreet, W 


F 


Mr. Spencer, Terrace, Kentiſh Town 


Mr. Squire, Clipſtone ſtreet 


Miſs Steward, Gerard ſtreet, Soho 
Mr. William Stacy, Southwark 


Mr. Speary, Fleet market 

Mr. Stapleton, Whitefriars dock 

Mr. Robert Singer, Staines, Middleſex 
Rev. 
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T. 

Rev. Mr. Thomas, Oxford road 
Mr. Turner, Charlotte ſtreet, Portland Place 
Dr. Thynne, Charlotte ſtreet, Rathbone 

ä 
Mrs. Thynne 
Mr. Thomas Taylor, Old Broad ſtreet 
Mr. Thompſon, Bridewell hoſpital 


Mr. William Thayer, Winſcombe, Somerſet 
Mr. Thompſon, Mortimer ſtreet 


U. 


Mr. Unvin, Holywell Avent. Strand 
Mr. Virgo, Carnaby market 


W. 


Mr. Williams, Portland ſtreet 

Mr. John. Wulſalls 

Rev. Dr. Whinheld, Howland ſtreet 
Rev. Mr. Wicher, Pancras 

Colonel Wightman, London ſtreet 
Mr. Thomas Wilſon, Strand 
Mrs. Webber, High ſtreet 
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Mr. Wilſon, Chancery lane 
Mr. Wright, Fleet ſtreet 
Mrs. Warren, John Street 
Mrs. Wilſon, Queen Anne ſtreet Eaſt 
Mrs. Wynch, Portland ſtreet | 
Mrs. Watſon, Storr ſtreet 
Mr. Winkworth, Mary-le-bone 
Mr. Wood, Stock Exchange | 
Mr. Wilſon, Caſtle ſtreet, Holborn _ 
Mr. Waghorn, Newcaſtle ſtreet, Fleetmarket 
Rev. Mr. Wait, St. Edmund's Hall, Oxford 
Rev. Samuel Walter, A. B. St. Edmund's 
Fall, Oxford 
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8 EK R M 
PREACHED ON 
MONDAY, the 14th Day of Auguſt, 1786, 
nn 
Pariſh Church of Sr. GLLES-IN-THE-FIELDS, 
„ben „ . 
BRITISH ASSURANCE SOCIETY, 


Incorporated and eſtabliſhed by Deep, inrolled in his Majeſty s 
Court n 8 Br xc, in. MI NS TER; 


| INSTITUTED 


For the 8 and Benefit of the Sick, or otherwiſe offified 
Members, Orphans, Widows, &c. 


Britiſh Aſſurance Society, 


Quzzn's-Arvs TavExx, Newcare STrEET, Loxpox, 
Auguft 24. 1786. 


AT a Meeting of the Court of Directors of 


this Society, held this Evening at the above 


Tavern, it was unanimouſly reſolved, That 
the Thanks of this Court be given to the Rev. 
EDwWwARD Barxy, M. D. for his excellent 
Sermon preached before their Society in the 
Pariſh Church of St. Giles-in-the-Fields, on 
Monday the 14th Inſtant (the Annual Feaft- 
Day); and that the Doctor be defered to have 
the ſame printed. Me Þ 


5 % 


JOSEPH POTTER, Sec. 


TQ LFRME 


RIGHT REVEREND FATHER IN GOD, 


0 L. 4A U 


BY DIVINE PERMISSION, 


LORD BISHOP of SODOR and MAN. 


MY LORD, 


Tur Ader before whom this Sermon 
was preached, have deſired me to print it; 
and I conſent more willingly, becauſe it 
ſerves to convey, with this humble Tribute, 


my very beſt; Acknowledgments to your 


. 


I am proud of telling the World that, as 
my Inſtruments for Ordination were con- 
nected with your Lordſhip! 8 Dioceſe, I had 

7 | the 


xx DEDICATION. 


the Honour of receiving from the Hands of 


its preſent candid Prelate my ſacred Miſſion. 


— The Dioceſe, my Lord, has been already 
Ane by a WilsoN l may it long 
enjoy the Learning and of a 
CRIOOANv! ! 


I beg to remain, my Lord, vith all due 


| Ref} pect, 


Your Loxpsnre's. 5 


Very grateful Son and Servant, 


London, 


Iſt Sept. 1786. 


EDWARD BARRY. 


GALATIANS, Chap. vi. ver. 10. 


As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good 
unto all men. 


Tut whole hiſtory of our bleſſed Saviour, 

from his cradle to the grave, is one perfe& 
ſyſtem of divine and human excellence. 
His miracles and doctrines clearly evidence 
the former; compaſſion, meekneſs, love, 
and reſignation were the ſweet companions 
of the latter, —He healed all manner of diſ- 
eaſes; he made the lame to walk, the blind 
to ſee, the deaf to hear. In him the wretched 
found relief; the guz/ty, an advocate; the 
deſponding, a comforter. —He was followed 
by the miſerable and unfortunate of every 
claſs and deſcription ; and none who im- 
n his aid were once denied. The 
B 3 proud, 


(2) 


proud, ſelf-opinioned Phariſce had not his 
7 ſhes gratified ; but the helpleſs, poor, and 
contrite had ever their prayers attended to : 
and where objects of pity and compaſſion 
were not found, the gracious Redeemer 1n- 
duſtriouſly ſought them—he went about doing 
good, When for theſe tender acts of mercy 
his enemies mocked and inſulted him, he 
was either ſilent; or, if he did ſpeak, it ſa- 
voured of the greateſt meeknejs and condeſcen- 
fron, Nor in the very agonies of death were 
his humanity and love abated ! Hear with 
| aſtoniſhment how he prays for his barbarous 
and unfeeling murderers !—uttering, even 
with his dying breath, © Father forgive them, 
for they know not what they do !'——Thus 
did our Lord live, and thus he died : and 
though 1 it is utterly impoſſible for us ever to 
arrive to ſuch a diſtinguiſhed eminence of 
virtue and piety, yet it is /zs command and 
our duty, to imitate, as much as poſſible, this 
great example. Are you charmed with 1s 
zlluſtrious character? Should even theſe 
faint outlines provoke and win your admira- 
tion, let me call your ſerious attention to the 
finiſhed picture of the incarnate God, as 


drawn 


( 23 ) 
drawn in the ſacred volume by the divine 
pencil of his evangeliſts. And though he 
has withdrawn his lovely form from the 
carnal e eye, Rill ,through the windows of faith, 

you may fee this ſame perſon, now gloriouſſy 
ſeated at the right-hand of God, command- 
ing you 'who profeſs to love and worſhip 
him, to go, and do likew v;e ; or, as he ſpeaks 
by the inſpired penman of my text, © As 

we have therefore opportunity, let us do 

good unto all men.” The words are in 
themſelves clear and obvious ; and require of 
me only to recommend them to practice. 
Indeed, fo reſpettable an aſſembly as the pre- 
ſent, eſtabliſhed on the noble baſis of policy, 
humanity, and religion, forbids prolixity of 
advice to virtues you already anticipate, 

Your appearance this morning is the beſt 
comment on the text; it ſhould inſpirit 


my addreſs. 


| Todo good, is the abſolute command of 
him who made us: ſuch a principle ſeems, 
as it were, implanted in our frame; and that 
amiable jewel would oftner ſhine forth, were 


it not obſcured by the blackneſs of malevo- 
B 4 lence, 
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1 the hatefulneſs of . rand the 
ſordidneſs of avarice. If then ſuch, violence 
be purpoſely offered to nature herſelf, how 
abundantly more vile and deſpicable are 
they, who refuſe to do good where nature 
inclines—the welfare of ſociety depends— 
and the ſolemn obligations of God enjoin? 
—Steeled indeed, muſt that heart be Jerafaly 
- wretched ſuch a mind! 


The morals of thoſe who are called Hea- 
then hold forth a reproving leſſon to many 
who call themſelves Chriſtians —If we are 
devoid of commiſeration for our fellow- 
creatures, vain are all our pretenſions to 
moral and religious virtues ;—* For if we 
love not our brother, whom we have ſeen, 
how can we love God, whom we have not 
ſeen ?? ——Our love muſt not be nominal, 
but zeal; the good we do, not in ſpeculation, 
but demonſtratton ; for many there are, who 

will load us with good wiſhes, and what 
they call good counſel, who would ſtart from 
bringing either into action, if at the expence 
of Money or pains, 


| Our 


COLE 


Ons duty 2s to do good; to be buſy in 
that godlike exerciſe ; ſtudying and ſeeking 
for objects to adminiſter relief to, accord- 
ing to their various exigencies, and to the 
beſt of our ability. And opportunities 
enough there are for every one of us to do 
good—not merely to friends, but to all, 
even to enemies: e have continua oþpor- 
tunilies of doing good, either to the minds 
or bodies of our tellow-creatures, 


Contemptible beyond deſcription is that 
being, who lives only to do good to him- 
ſelf; is ſatisfied in the reflection of doing 
no harm; and ſolaces himſelf with the idea 
of being a good member of ſociety. —Alas ! 
too many are theſe blanks in virtue ; too 
great a heap of ſuch lumber in creation ; 
they ſee no harm in themſelves, and ſociety 
diſcovers no good. 


Sad, indeed, muſt the feelings of that per- 
ſon one day be, who never ſought an oppor- 
tunity of doing good ; and when one offers, 
he either avails himſelf of ſome mean ſubter- 
ſuge, or elſe unfeelingly denies, I pray 
ſuck 


( 26 ) 
ſuch to conſider how great a charge will 
moſt aſſuredly lye at his door.—It is an ad- 
mitted fact, that they who ſuffer harm to 
happen, when in ther power to prevent it, 
are concerned in the guilt —The man who 
witneſſes the death of another, 'and knows 
it was in his power to have hindered it, and 
yet refuſes ; do not you, and does not com- 
mon law conſider ſuch an one as acceſſary to 
the crime p- And what will you ſay, my 
friends, of that perſon, who ſees an object 
diſtreſſed—pining away through illneſs or 
want; whom the oil of a Samaritan might 
yet be inſtrumental to keep alive; and who 
otherwiſe, to our judgment, muſt fall a 
victim to his diſtreſs? Do not you, on a 
parity of reaſoning, conſider ſuch a perſon 
equally cruel and criminal, who refuſes his 
beſt endeavours to reſtore him? No mat- 
ter what is the inſtrument, whether the 
ſword, illneſs, hunger, or any other adver- 
ſity, if it effects death our neglecting to 
ſtep between either, makes our furpitude the 
ſame, our "on the ſame. 


Thus much have I obſerved on doing 
good in general; and God has bereft none 
1 of 
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of us of ſome opportunity or other of evi- 
dencing this divine principle.—Time would 
fail to dwell longer on this ſubject, without 
making it more immediately applicable to 
the preſent occaſion : ſuffice it then to ſay, 
that if we love God, we muſt infallibly love, 
and conſequently do all the good we can 
to every individual part of ſociety, and on 
every occaſion ; not doing it as unto man, 
but as unto the Lord. | 


I ſhall now beg to offer a few woith on 
that inſtitution of which you are members: 
an inſtitution which equally proves the wil- 
dom of your heads, and the goodneſs of 
your hearts. It ſhews, that in the ſunſhine 
of proſperity you have not forgotten that it 
is the lot of our d:graded nature to ſee the 
clouds of adverſity.— A thouſand calamities 

every moment await us !——/n the midſt of 
life we are in death. Neither kings nor 
ſubjects are exempt from ſudden and unex- 
pected attacks, either on life, health, or 

property,—To make the beſt proviſion, 
therefore, is both our dutyand intereſt, If, 


aſter our beſt exertions, we are yet the ſons 
| ot: 
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pain; when penury and diſtreſs ſtare hard 


( 28 ) 
of misfortune, we have nothing immediate- 
ly to reproach ourſelves with; it is our 
duty, then, to bear patiently the good plea- 
fure of God.—But if our ſufferings are the 
immediate offspring of our own neglect; if 
that money, which ſhould have been held in 
reſerve for threatened illneſs, has been plun- 
dered to gratify exceſs or pleaſure, how 
bitter then the cup of adverſity ! how thorny 
is the pillow of diſeaſe ] how cutting is every 


| ſober thought! But, even here, a * heart 


cannot with-hold relief. 


But I will take another view of diſtreſs.— 
Methinks I ſee the induſtrious mechanic, 
whoſe toi and danger of buſineſs have either 


_ expoſed him to ſome ſudden accident, or elſe 


nailed him to a bed of lingering illneſs; in- 
capable now of labour, (which before gave 
bread to himſelf and a numerous family,) 
what is he to do? To borrow, he can- 
not; to beg, he ig aſhamed. His friends, 
indeed, when in health and proſperity, were 
numerous, and great in profeſſron ; but now 
he is laid low on the couch of ſorrow and of 


in 


i} 


e 


in his meagre face; whither are they gone ? 
—Alas! if to be found at all, unavailing 
ſighs and ſounds too often inſult and prerce 
his heart: he feels all deferting him, and 
one affected friend ſhifting him to another! 
But, for all this, his noble mind ſtrives to 
bear up; to conceal the pangs of cruel diſ- 
appointment, of diſeafe, and ſharp neceſſity ; 
and would gladly yield to the arms of death. 
— But, when he caſts his rolling eyes on the 
partner of his breaſt, clinging round the 
dying form of her only beloved ſriend ; his 
infant, unprovided children, with faultering 
voices muttering forth their grief and wants! 
Thas is too ſevere he cannot bear it. —Thetr 
diſtreſs, their hunger, their ſorrows rend his 
very ſoul He now drops the laſt glittering, 
painful tear, and is no more !—his name for- 
gotten, and his poſterity neglected But not 
fo with you :—by uniting together in this 
ſociety, you have ſecured to yourſelves and 
Jamilies every rational and comfortable aid 
againſt the hour of diſtreſs. God knows 
only how ſoon it may reach any of us! And 
though we dare not murmur, nor can we 
oppole what Heaven ſhall chuſe to come to 

pals; 


(#7 
paſs; yet it 1s our immediate concern to 
make the beſt preparation for it; we can- 
not tell what is behind the curtain What 
is impending the next moment, the moſt 
inquiſitive genius cannot ſay : The revolu- 
tion of a few hours. only effect many aweful 
changes. To ſome it gives proſperity, to 
others adverſity; to ſome eaſe, to others 
pain; to ſome life, to others death. — Vour 
inftitution plainly informs me, that you 
have meditated on theſe things. Your code 
of laws is excellent and ſalutary; as well 
for the accommodation of exigencies, as the 
diſcipline of your manners. By becoming 
members of the BRITISH ASSURANCE 
SOCIETY, you have embraced a noble op- 
portunity of doing good to yourſelves and 
families. | 


la. 4d 


Should ſickneſs confine you to your beds, 
you have a certain friend in your eſtabliſh- 
ment; you have an allowance to anſwer 
the demands of nature, to afford you nece/- 
fares; it may be, to give you convenien- 

_ cies — Compare then your comfortable 
ſituation with others, whoſe few ſhort inter- 
vals 
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— 
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vals from the racking pains of diſeaſe, are 
ſucczeded by the gnawings of hunger, and 
keen want of every kind; and, at laſt, 
obliged to linger out their miſerable days 
in a loathſame 'hoſpital ; whilſt the objects 
of their tendereſt love are left in the miſer- 
able cot, feeling the moſt accumulated ca- 


lamity! 


But again: - your inſtitution ſeems to 
have monopolized humanity itſelf; it not 
only has compaſſion on the diſeaſe of body, 


but extends its benevolence to any other 


known diſtreſs.— Should the mercileſs 
flames devour your all, relief 2s given; and 
and at ſuch a epic le ſeaſon, O, how 
welcome!—What an opportunity then of 
doing good to the deſparring, uninſured ſul- 
ferer !——But, laſt of all, ſhould death, 
ſoener than expected, ſnatch you from the 
endearing arms of a fond family, whoſe 
Whole dependence is on you; how would 
your dying moments be embittered, to leave 
them entirely helpleſs, deſtitute, and for- 
lorn !—But when you ſee in your eſtabliſh- 
ment a huſband-to your wife, and a parent 

to 


Iz - 
to your engaging infants, it much aſſuages 
the agonies of diſſolution, and chears you 


better to give the laſt wiſhful, longing fare- 
well! 


Such are the great bleſſings of your eſta- 
bliſhment; to which an invitation is given 
for more to join you, that, like the genial 
influence of the ſun, you may extend cm- 
fort to all around. | 


May God proſper alt ſuch undertakings, 
and aten you in . good work. 


Now to God, Kc. 
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PREACHED AT 
TEMPLE CHURCH, BRISTOL, 
Is AUGU 8 T. 1785; 
a0 is 
THE GENERAL DROUGHT 


OF THAT SUMMER, 


( ene” } 


70 THE 
Rev. JOSEPH EASTERBROOK, 
THE WORTHY 


VICAR of TEMPLE CHURCH, 
>” rt FT ul” 


Rev. SIR, 


IN no Inftance whatever have the Corpo- 
ration of Briſtol dignified themſelves more, 
than in appointing you the Vicar of Temple 
Church. 


Your Predeceſſor, though truly an Orna- 
ment to the Chriſtian Character, yet an 
improved Edition even of his Life and 
' Manners may be ſeen in you. Briſtol at 
large is my Teſtimony, and your extenſive 
Pariſh in particular. 
C 2 1 


xxxvi DEDICATION. 


Your glorious Tolls as a Parochial Prieft 
are unexampled, and they have naturally 
rouzed the Notice of Jome of your Brethren 
in Briſtol, 


The handſome Expreſſions I had the 
Happineſs to hear from your Dioceſan's 
Lips, when ſpeaking of yaur Name, on = 
late Occaſion, do him the greateſt Honour. 


I hardly know how to excuſe myſelf for 
what I have ſaid, without even your pre- 
| vious Knowledge or Conſent ; but if Blame 


be due any where, it is due to your ſterling 


Goodneſs and Greatneſs for * ſuch 
Utterance. 


With the moſt indelible Impreſſions of 
Gratitude for your various Acts of Friend- 
ſhip to me, I remain, 


Your much favoured, 


and very grateſul Servant, 


EDWARD BARRY. 


SERMON I. 


JEREMIAH, Chap. xiv. ver. 22. 


Are there any among the vanities of the Gentiles that 
can cauſe rain? or can the heavens give ſhowers ? 
art not thou he, O Lord our God ? therefore we 
will wait upon thee ; for thou haſt _ all theſe 


things. 


TEIS chapter was penned on account of 
a great drought, which produced a famine 
among the inhabitants of Judah and Jeru- 
ſalem. It began in the latter end of Joſiah's 
reign, and ſeems to have continued till the 


beginning 1 Jehoiakim's. 


This n for the various and 
complicated iniquities of that people had 
been often threatened; but as they gave no 
marks of contrition, nor interceded wit 
God to avert the impending judgment, 
but till continued impenitent and n 4 
C 3 . ---the 
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the vengeance of Almighty God at length 
forbids the clouds to drop their rains and 
moiſten the parched lands. A very aw- 
ful deſcription of their calamity is given 
in ſome verſes preceding my text. We 
are told, that Judah mourneth, the gates 
languifh, and are black unto the ground 
that the nobles ſent to the pits, but found 
no water—the ground was chapt—the wild 
aſſes ſtood likewiſe by the high places, 
—they ſnuffed up the wind like dragons— 
their eyes did fail becauſe there was no 
graſs,” Such was the juſtice of God to theſe 
IAN, diſobedient people. 


The prophet Je like Moſes of 
old, interceded for them by fervent prayer, 
that God would not leave them in their 
diſtreſs and guilt, But in vain are is in- 
treaties. God ſays to him, © Pray not for 
ts people. When they faſt, I will not hear 

their cry, and when they offer up burnt- 
offerings, and oblations, I will not accept 
them ; but will conſume them by the ſword, 
and by the famine, and by the peſtilence.” 
— notwithſlanding ths, the prophet 


cannot 


( 39 ) 


cannot ceaſe to intercede for them; nay, 
he goes ſo far as to extenuate their guilt, 
by fixing it almoſt upon the prophets who 
were among them; and who had declared 
to them, in oppoſition to what the true 
prophets had told them, that famine and 
ſword ſhould not come upon them. They 
ſpoke peace to them, when there was no 
peace. But this palliation the good pro- 
phet offered, did not avail them any thing. 
If they liſtened to fawning, hypocritical 
teachers, who were afraid to ſpeak friendly, 
though parnful truths to them, and rejected 
with diſdain the honeſt zeal of true ones— 
the prayers even of the fazthful ſhould not, 

on that occaſion, appeaſe the wrath of Hea- 
ven: for God gives an anſwer to Jeremiah 
in the ſucceeding chapter, and declares, 
that though Moſes and Samuel ſtood before 
him by prayer and ſacrifice to reconcile 

them to him, yet he would not be pre- 
vailed on. | 


So inexorable was the Lord of Hoſts 
againſt this wicked and idolatrous people, 
(particularly in the times of Manaſſeh), 

C 4 that 
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that his decree had gone forth, was irre- 
verfible, and ſhortly to be executed. — Thus 
was the meaſure of their iniquity filled up. 
Sword, famine, and peſtilence were to cut 
off this rebellious and wicked people: — which 
judgments were literally accompliſhed, 
both by the famine in Judah, and their 
final deſtruction by the Romans. 


Thus does God viſit the let and 
impenitent. He firſt gives them warning, 
and exhortation ; but if thoſe are ſlighted, 
he then viſits in judgments of various ſorts 
and degrees.— The prophet Jeremiah, and 
others, could pray for them, but could not 
convert them. He could bedew his pillow 
with tears, for the ſufferings of Judah, but 
could not order one drop of rain to moiſ- 
ten their cracking land. Even Baal, tho 
all Iſrael was at his devotion in the days of 
Ahab, yet he could not relieve them when 
a drought came. Well might the prophet 
deride ſuch paltry reſources, when, on occa- 
lion of this calamity in Judah, he cries out, 
* Are there any among the vanities of the 
Gentiles that can cauſe rain? or, can the 


heavens 
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heavens give ſhowers ?*—As though he had 
ſaid, In this parched ſeaſon, where are 
your Heathen helps? where are the vani- 
ties of the Gentiles ? And vain enough to 
give one of their 1dols the title of © the 
god of rain;” and yet incapable of mating 
of giving nay, or of knowing, when one 
drop ſhould fail. Can ſuch traſh afford re- 
lief ?P—nay, can the heavens, the habitation 
of God himſelf, give ſhowers ? No even 
one droþ of water, from thoſe honoured 
manſions, cannot fall without the great com- 
mand !—Thou, thou, alone, art He, O Lord 
our God; therefore let us wait upon thee, 
for thou haſt made all theſe things.” 


The improvements from what has been 
ſaid may firſt inſtruct us, That God, at 
times, ſends either partial or general afflic- 
tions, as tokens of his diſpleaſure for what 
has paſled ; that by our ſeaſonable and ſeri- 
ous application of them, we may prevent 
future and ſeverer ones. It may, ſecondly, 
teach us in times of affliction, the vanity of 
all human helps. And laſtly, point out, 
that after all, our whole dependence mult 

be on God. 


With 


( 42) 

With reſpect to the firſt, I truſt it has 
already appeared to you, that the inhabi- 
tants of Jeruſalem were juſtly puniſhed for 
their fins; and whilſt you read of what be- 
fel them, you would not do amiſs to make 
ſome little compariſon between them and 
yourſelves; for all things in the book of 
God are held forth for our example, admo- 
nition, and improvement: and I ſhould 
hope, that the ſubje& of my addreſs to you 
this day will not be thought as mapplied, 
judged as unneceſſary, or cenſured for its 
| novelty. Surely, the preſent unuſual dry- 
neſs of the ſeaſon, the almoſt general lamen- 


tation-for want of rain, juſtify thepropriety 
of making this a matter of our immediate 


enquiry. 


Hear the een of this cumiry like 
thoſe of Judah, complaining for lack of 
rain; hear the huſbandman mourning ; | 
| =-=--behold the once verdant meadows 
ſcorched, and nearly withering in fact, 
ſee all nature fatigued, and almoſt droop- 
ing for want of ſap. But while we mourn 
theſe things, let us aſk the cauſe. 


And 
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And do not our fins, like thoſe of Judah, 
provoke God to chaſten us? Are not his 
Sabbaths profaned p — no matter whether 
within or without doors. Are not his ordi- 
nances abuſed ? Have we not ſwerved from 
the living and true God, to ſerve idols of 
pleaſure, of pride, of faſhion, of common and 


of genteel diſſipation? Have not luxury and 


infidelity reared altars? and are not they 
worſhipped and adored by all orders, and 
in all forms? And will not the Lord be 
avenged on ſuch a people? His ſpirit he 
ſolemnly declares ſhall not always ſtrive 
with men.—But ſuch '1s the baſe iniquity, 
the daringneſs of many, that when their 
eyes ſee, and their bodies feel, God's judg- 
ments in the earth, they are ſo impious as 
to confine them merely to the effects of 
natural cauſes, and ſo ſtrive to explain them 
away, as well to their own, as the ſatiſ- 
faction of other conſciences. Even Hea- 
thens did not this. They aſcribed their 
various cataſtrophes either to the ſorget- 
fulneſs or the diſpleaſure of their gods. 
On every occaſion, therefore, either of par- 
_ ticular or general trouble, it highly becomes 
us 
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us to think aright; to ſee Providence in 
every correction frowning at our fins ; that 
| he looked down from heaven, and beheld 
the vices of men, and has near! y forbade 
his clouds to drop the rain. 


Since we have baſely turned our backs on 
the God of creation, forſaken the fountain 
ol living waters, and hewn to ourſelves ciſ- 
terns, broken ciſterns, that can hold no 
water, the Almighty, in his ſore diſpleaſure, 
has given us a leſſon that he can deſert 
ug. God has cauſed our land to flow with 
milk and honey; and, like the children of 
Iſrael, we have eat and drank, and roſe up 
to play. Unmindful of our benefactor, 
regardleſs of his intreaties, nay, what is ſtill 
more abominable, we have made a mock at 
both. Surely, then, for our offences we 
are puniſhed. And in ſuch deplorable ca- 
lamity, where can we go? to whom muſt 
we apply for relief? Are there any among 
the vanities of the Gentiles that can cauſe 
rain? No; vain is all human power, Sure- 
ly this reflection ſhould pull down pride, 
and forcibly point out the inſignificancy of 
| human 
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human nature; and it ought to teach us to 
value, and not abuſe the /malleſt bleſſing; 
knowing, that when we have offended Hea- 

ven, all the powers on earth, however great, 
learned, and exalted----nay, all combined 
cannot ſend to a thirſty land one drop of 
rain; no kingdom can purchaſe it—no wi 
dom make 1t—no beauty allure it, and no 
monarch command it; but all are helpleſs---- 
all are wretched—all feel alike their nothing- 
neſs. Well might the prophet exclaim, 
Are there any among the vanities of the 
Gentiles that can cauſe rain?” He ſeems by 
the very ſtatement of the queſtion, to deride 
moſt pointedly their idols, and effectually 
ſneer at their infignzficancy, Indeed, ſuch a 
queſtion was exceedingly well fitted to the 
times. It was an open challenge to the 
Heathen warld :—as-much as to ſay, This 
is the touchſtone of your Heathen idols, 
ſee what futile things they are. They can 
render you no kind of help in this your ſad 
diſtreſs ; and are ſuch idols deſerving your 
worſhip? What avails now your boaſted. 
mythology of tutelar deities? Alas! in 


vain do ye invoke ſuch impotent lumber.— 
Thus 


"T1 
Thus does the prophet. take a ſeaſonable 
opportunity of expoſing their falſe gods, 
whilſt with holy reverence and joy he 


points out the true one. Art not thou, 


O Lord, our God? therefore we will wait 
upon thee; for thou haſt made all theſe 
things.” 5 | 


And here, in the laſt place, we muſt wart 
upon God before we can expect his mercy; 
and truly a miraculous bleſſing to have the 
promiſe of ſuch unmerited aid in time of 
need. But then we muſt not wait upon 
him in a languid, unfecling, ceremonial 
way. No truly ;—as helpleſs beggars, we 
muſt firſt feel our wants, and know our po- 
verty. Contrition, prayer, and humiliation, 
are the only keys to unlock the gates of 
mercy : for what but the reverſe of theſe 
cauſed them to be ſhut 2 We muſt wait on 
God with the zeal of our whole hearts, with 
filial Teverence, lamenting bitterly our fins 
in ſackcloth and aſhes; reproaching our 
conſciences with the vileſt ingratitude and 
ſin againſt an holy God—againſt the lov- 
ing and forbearing Saviour of mankind. 

This 


C3.” 
This is briefly to be underſtood as waiting 
on God and ſuch he has e to —_ 
| and anſwer. 


| Elias prived that it might not rain, and 
it rained not for the ſpace of three years. 
Again he prayed that it might rain, and it 
did ſo. In ſhort, every part of ſcripture 
gives us encouraging and happy examples, 
in various inſtances, what prayer has done, 
ſufficient to know that the © effeQtual fervent 
prayer of a righteous man availeth much.” 
But then the heart muſt indite; the lips can 
only be the meſſengers, or ſervants, to car- 
ry the requeſt to the throne of grace. And 
though God knows our wants and neceſſi- 
ties before we aſk, yet we are commanded to 
pray. He chuſes to be ſought for in the ap- 
pointed means, and he will relieve us in his 
own good time. Submiſſion in all things 
to the will of providence 1s our duty; at no 
time to murmur or complain. The mo- 
ment ſo ungracious and indecent a temper 
haraſſes your mind, think not how ſeverely 
you are dealt with ; but how much more ſo 


yu deſerve to be, And notwithſtanding to 
your 


— (48 ) 
your reaſon, calamities may appear ever 
ſo dangerous, yet, if you wait upon God, 
with a modeſt dependence on his paternal 
love, and unboſom yourſelf to him, he has 
promiſed protection; and whilſt it is bad 
with the ungodly, it ſhall be well with you. 
The great Author of all things can in a 
moment change the face of nature, though 
in her moſt depreſſing appearance. To the 
land that is choking up, he can order his 
heavens to drop down cool and fertile 
ſnowers; as the pſalmiſt ſays, He can make 
rain out of dryneſs. Only let us wait upon ' 
God in his ordinances, implore his mercy, 
and acknowledge his righteouſneſs in ad 
things, that the world may wear the ſmiles 
of heaven, and the clouds drop their fatneſs; 
ſo that with the natural rain the earth may 
bring forth her increaſe, and our ſouls be 
watered with, O Father of mercies, thy heay 
venly benediction. 
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| Now to God, Ye. 
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TIE partiality of that Society which is 
diſtinguiſhed by your Patronage, firſt call- 
ed upon me to preach, and afterwards to 


Print the Sermon which now ſolicits the 


Protection of your Name. 


D 2 | = 


i DEDICATION. 


If Inſtitutions, ſuch as theſe, derived no 
Honour from their own Excellencies, they 
certainly are entitled to Reſpect and Con- 
ſequence, when deſerving the Attention of 
the moſt worthy and exalted Characters; 
and among fuck, the JERUSALEM SOLS 
are proud to include yourſelf. 


FS | 


I beg to remain, 


SIR, 


\ 


With all poſſible ReſpeR, 


* 


Your honoured Servant, 


EDWARD BARRY. 


SERMON Wl, 


EceLESIASTES, chap. X11. ver. 14. 


For Cod ſhall bring every work into judgment, 
with every ſecret thing, whether it be good, or 
whether ic be evil. 5 


Tur beauties of virtue never appear 
more amiable, than when they ſtand op- 
poſed to the deformities of vice. We ſee 
this fully evidenced in the perſon of King 
ITE the author ny my text. 

The light and ſhadow of his life ſerved to 
ſet off each other in a very ſtriking manner; 
and in proportion as at one view you are 
charmed and elevated with the brilliancy of 
his character, ſo at another you are equally 
ſhocked, and even diſguſted. tc. 
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To ſee *. at one time in the moſt ſplen- 
did meridian of goodneſs, of wiſdom, and 
of power ; and to find him at another pol. 
tatizing all theſe, and foully ſtraying into 

the wilderneſs of ignorance, intemperance, 
and fin, ſeems very much to haraſs the ra- 
tional mind. Human nature ſeems to aſk, 
how theſe groſs inconſiſtencies can be? 
how a man ſo favoured by God, fo emi- 
nent in underſtanding, and ſo well fitted for 
all virtue and piety, could be drawn aſide, 
like the weakeſt head, into the moſt ſtupid 
folly and guilt ?—Though this queſtion, at 
firſt view, ſeems to confound our thoughts, 
and: baffles not a-little our; reaſon, yet, if 


Ve take a deeper inſight into the heart of 


man, eſpecially as it is laid open by the ſa- 
cred penmen, the problem i 1s NY ſolved. 


” Let him that thinketh lie eh, take 
heed leſt he fall,” was the admonition of the 
great apoſtle; and experience tells us, that men 
are never in ſo much danger as when they 
preſume; for confidence ſpurns at caution; 
but where cautton watches, there is ſeldom 
much danger. Solomon preſumed that his 
Power 


Ta) 

power allowed him to gratify his appetite, 
and that his wiſdom could moderate it 
when he pleaſed; but the poiſon. proved 
too much for the antidote: when. he reſted 
not on the arm of his God, but confided 
in gn 4 was then he fell Und How 


Hi fond was oo 8 eek; * theſe 
acquiſitions; they were too great fora mor- 
tal frame. Human nature had forgotten 
who ſhe was, and what ſhe was. It was the 
ſoil that ſpoiled the ſeed, and not the ſeed 
that hurt the /oz/: and when the ground 
of the heart had been thus contaminated 
when he had ſo far gone beyond his depth, 
it was more than all his diſeaſed virtues, 
and mangled wiſdom, could do to ſave him; 
and had not the mercy of God at length bid 
him riſe once again, he muſt have periſhed 
'1n his wickednels. A 


: Card of his miraculous eſcape, and 
the grace of God ſtill working more and 
more on his. declining age, he exchanged 
the name of a king, for that of a preacher; 
and this book of Eccleſiaſtes is the ſolemn 

Ds ** recan- 
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recantation of that great monarch; who 
tho he ſays to the young man, Rejoice, 
O young man, in thy youth, and let thy 
heart chear thee ;"—þbut remember, ſays the 
preacher, «that for all theſe things God 
will bring thee into judgment :*—or,' in the 
words I have lately read to you, © For God 
will bring every work into judgment, with 
every ſeeret thing, enero it 8 eee or 
be r= BREE TA ee 

1 me kacher choſch # to der) it IN 
ty from the words of Solomon, becauſe 
they are proud to dedicate their lodge © to 
him whs firſt built a temple, and dedicated 
It to the © Freat Er Creator of alt — 80 48 
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| vow profeſs to Adibire and venerate 155 
virtues und learned documents; but there 
are others - the abandoned, the ignorant, and 
the profligate—who ſtrive to juſtify their 
own tttpttude, to ſeoff at virtue, and banter 
at religion, by expoſing his follies. But to 
the dignity of the Chriſtian revelation, not 
even the ſins of its moſt zealous profeſſors, 


either have, or could have been concealed. 
321 R 2 It 
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It is an open journal to every eye—a faithful 
gs of —_ anne 
enten cannot ak but pn 
the ſmalleſt fins. The impotent ſneers then 
of the pitiable infidel at the facred revela- 
tion, on account of the deſects of human 
nature, and the imperfections of its moſt 
avowed friends, how mean and contemp- 
tible !——Becauſe, were not Chriſtianity, 
midſt all ſuppoſed-phjettions, great, and en- 
viable, and good! would men fo frequently 
put on the maſk to affect its beauty No: 
reſt ſatisfied in this truth, that there never 
was a counterfeit, unleſs there had been an 
original. Hypocrites themſelves, therefore, 
ſo far from weakening the truths of Chriſtia- 
nity, when rightly conſidered, are great con- 
firmations of it. Vice can never condemn 
Chriſtianity ; but Chriſtianity every where 
condemns vice, enen all ranks: and pro 


+ feſſions. 


Having chus hs „ on ths 
author of my text, I ſhall only remark, that 


— great were his ſins, yet great was 
his 


( 38 ) 
his repentance——g7 eat his zeal: and ſervices 
in the cauſe of God : | 


tions—with every . 5 was this king- 
ly diamond! "TOAD 2061762 3H 
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Liſten therefore, my eee hir aw- 
ul addreſs to you this morning: —He tells 
you, that God ſhall bring every work in- 
to judgment, with every ſecret thing, whe- 
ther it be good, or whether it he evil /—Be \ 
it our duty then to improve the ſolemn no- 
tice—Firſt, by briefly conſidering the necel- 
ſity of a judgment to come; and, ſecondly, 
ſhewing how we ſhould deport ourſelves in 
civil and e aper to that 
18 dax. 4 TO 


1 1 aſt; requires t to > dei aid: to you 
to prove the neceſſity. of a judgment to 
come, ſince we find that even. Heathens 
have admitted the truth ; becauſe, ſay they, 
in the nature of things, there is a neceſſity 
that vice muſt be puniſhed, and virtue muſt 
be rẽwarded; neither of which are fairly 
exemplified in f life; hence they juſtly 
conclude, that it muſt be RR EATP TER.“ 

N It 
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It is not in Eis life that the chaff is to be 
ſeparated; from the wheat, but in the next ; 
hence then we ſee, that the evil are mixed with 
the good indiſcriminately, and perhaps the 
vicious ina greater degree poſſeſſing what we 
think ſhould be the reward of the virtuous. 
The artful villain ſcreens his turpitude from 
the eye, and may paſs in the crowd for ſter- 
ling merit, while a more incautious tranſ- 
greſſor is bantſhed, if not rooted out from 
ſociety, with indelible ignominy! The vile 
calumniator, who, like his ner, aſſumes 
many ſhapes, betrays you with a 4, and 
calls you friend !—but for all this, God 
judgeth the world. Adver/ity of any kind is 
often a bleſſing in diſguiſe, while proſperity 
operates like a gilded poiſon. The wicked 
enjoy fin fora ſeaſon; their puniſhment 1 1s 
only deferred till the meaſure of their iniqui- 
ty is filled up. God meaſures all things on 
the baſis of eternity; and the ſoul itlelf, be- 
ing immortal, extends her fears and hopes 
to all eternity !—becauſe God has declared, 
that © he hath — a _ in the which 
he will POR the world, we 


Having 
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Having thus briefly obſerved on the ne- 
ceſſity of a judgment, I ſhall now apply 
myſelf more particularly to the good effects 
of civil and religious ſociety, that we may 
provoke one another to every good work. 
| When I ſpeak of ſociety, I mean not to in- 

clude that which is founded merely on ca- 
price or whim, or that whoſe only object 
is merriment or intemperance; or merely 
to drown a gloomy hour in the convivial 
circle'of a bowl. No ;—theſe will be found 
eventually to be deſtructive even of civil 
ſociety, and utterly ſubverſive of all reli- 
gious. But when I ſay civil and religious 
ſociety, I mean ſuch where the joys of civil 
and ſocial life are made dependent on, and 
to harmonize with, the injunctions of Chri/- 
tianity. And ſocieties, ſuch as theſe, when 
well conducted, have a very good tendency 
to diffuſe religious information to ſome, who 
would not have been, perhaps, at the pains 
to have acquired, even what uy _ ina 
different way. 


To BY "=" to love mercy, and to walk 
humbly before your God, ſhould be the ſtrik- 
2s | ing 
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ing features of every good Sol, who is ſetting 
his face towards the new Jeruſalem. 
In this view, ſocieties formed together 
united with one heart bent on one good 
. cauſe—muſt be uſeful, as well in civil as in 


religious Li * 


And chus Gad, who judgeth all a 
even every ſeeret thing, whether it be good, 
or whether it be evil, will applaud the prin- 
ciples of ſo good an inſtitution, if they are 
not vil fully corrupted and debaſed. 


But then methinks a queſtion 1s aſked me, 
If the principles of this ſociety be thus 
founded on religion and virtue, why do you 
keep them among yourſelves 2 It uſeful to 
the temporal and future happineſs of man- 
kind, why are they cloiſtered from us as a 

ſecret ? To this I ſhall anſwer, that the ori- 
ginal end and deſign of ſuch a ſecret, or ſuch 
a ſeparation from the reſt of mankind, was 
principally to promote virtue, and ſuppreſs 
vice; and that the particular cuſtoms, rites, 
and ceremonies, obſerved in ſocietity like 

theſe, 


„ 

theſe, were deſigned to keep out the unknown, 
the wicked, and profane; and to put the 
members themſelves in eſpecial remembrance 
of their great obligations to virtue and 
piety. We have many examples of this 
fort in ſacred writ, The children of 1frael, 
for inſtance, were ſeparated, and ſet apart, 
: as a diſtin& ſect, or peculiar people, and 
were diſtinguiſhed from the reſt ' of the 
world by  fingular rites, and particular 
ceremonies, And thus again, when the 
Gileadites demanded of the Ephraimites, 

who were deſirous of repaſſing Jordan, to 

pronounce the word S/zbboleth, they, by a 
fingularity of pronouncing this word, and 
calling it Sibboleth, though in the night, 
quickly diſtinguiſhed them from their own 
brethren, and inſtantly ſlew them. 


From theſe examples of antiquity, we 
may learn from the earlieſt ages of the 
world, that by the appointment of God him- 
Fell, mankind divided themſelves i into ſeve- 
ral ſocieties, each regulated by particular 
laws, as well as N ve by PR. 


cuſtoms, 


if LEE. But 
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But are there no members of this Society, 
' mid{t all their profeſſions, bad and profane 
men.?2—Undoubtedly there may be, as well 
in tas, as in other good orders; but God, who 
judgeth the heart, and trieth the reins, will 
bring every work into judgment. But bad 
men are not knowingly admitted into the 
Order; nor afterwards, conſiſtent with the 
laws, are wilfully retained. There are laws 
to amend, to correct, and to expel ſuch; and 
ſuch laws, for the proſperity and honour of 
the inſtitution, ſhould be put in force, with- 
out regard to perſon or condition. But it 
would be as unreaſonable to condemn the 
Inſtitution itſelf, on account of a notorious 
profligate offender, as it would be the Chriſ- 
tian religion, becauſe bad men declare them- 
ſelves Chriſtians, or members of a Chriſtian 

church, | a 


I have only to obſerve, that there is no- 
thing in the code of laws, as far as I know, 
or am taught, but what is honourable, decent, 
and religious, and is well fitted to anſwer 
many uſeful purpoſes in life. Let me then, 
my brethren, preſs home to your attention and 


duty, 
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duty, in every reſpec, to S of the 
vocation wherewtth you are called ; and that 
your light may ſo ſhine forth, that mankind 
may ſee your good works. Let your zeal 
and attachment to the Order, not be eviden- 
ced by contention and ſtrife, nor in malice, 
nor bitterneſs, but in virtue and brotherly 
love; and reſt aſſured that he is the beſt Je. 
ruſalem Sol, who is making his beſt way 
to that holy city; who is doing his utmoſt 
to caſt down the temple of Satan, but doing 
all in his power, both in public and private, 
to build up the temple of Jeſus Chriſt. In- 
deed, too early and too diligent we cannot 
all be in this important work—too late it 


We have no abiding city here, but ſeek 
one to come. We are lodgers only in this 
world, ſome for a few nights, ſome a few 
months, ſome for a few years. Let us make 
early proviſion for our journey to the new 


Jeruſalem, before the cold griping hand of 


Death ſeizes us for eternity, and drags us, 


with all our fins, before the tremendous bar 


of an angry God! 
The 
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The awful | ee me the pain 
of now eng- eber oncè more, 
and never forget that there is a judgment 
day haſtening upon us, © When God will 
judge every ſecret thing, whether it be good, 
or whether it be e.“ Then will all your 
fecret thoughts, your ſecret ackions, whether 
good or evil, all will be proclaimed Wande 
before aſſembled. worlds! 


We muſt all appear before the judgment- 
ſeat of Chriſt—all characters, all kindreds, 
all ſocieties, yea, all nations! 


The ſtars ſhall fall from heaven ! the ſun, 
which now ſo gloriouſly animates, fertilizes, 
and illuminates the world—which' diffuſes 
his genuine influence over all nature, which' 
ſo charmingly ſends forth his beautiful rays, 
and riſes in the caſt, which gives you the 
cheerful picture of his meridian in the ſouth, 
and draws a cool and repoſing curtain over 
the languid frame of nature, when he retires 
in the weſt—ſhall no longer ſhine, but be 


turned into an awfut darkneſs /—the moon, 
E hat 
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that great lamp of our ſyſtem, which borrows 
her luſtre from the ſun, and ſupplies that 
heavenly body—and cheers the traveller, 
and the diſtant mariner, ploughing on the 
furious ſeas—ſhe will no longer pleaſe ei- 
ther by beauty or uſe, but affright you— 
ſhe will be turned into blood ! 


The graves will open, and give up their 
dead, in ſolemn obedience to the great man- 
date, come to judgment!“ and the arch- 
angel, declaring by the living God, © that 
time ſhall be no more !'—then will the in- 
fulted, deſpiſed Galilean fit upon the throne, 
and judge the twelve tribes of Iſrael—there 
ſhall we ſee the great Architect of the world! 
And may it, my brethren, indeed, may it be 
the happy experience of all of us, that when 
this earthly lodge ſhall finally cloſe, we may 
be admitted to the eternal one—of the 
new Jeruſalem !—to have a glorious meet- 
ing with our grand head and patron, Jeſus 
Chriſt, who 1s one Lord, of all patriarchs, 
prophets and kings : and having thus been 
called oft from the toils and labours of life, 


we 


„ 
we may be worthy to be refreſhed by the 


preſence of our dear Redeemer, and receive 
the wages of thoſe eternal joys, which were 


purchaſed by the ſacrifice of his blood! 


Now to God, &c, 
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e 
TO THE 
RIGHT REVEREND FATHER IN GOD, 
CH ARE EY 
BY DIVINE PERMISSION, 


LORD BISHOP of KILDARE. 


MY LORD, 


As it was your Lordſhip's Humility and 
Goodneſs, which, in the firſt Inſtance, 
appointed me to be your Chaplain, I muſt 
further treſpaſs on thoſe Virtues to pardon 
this Freedom. 

The following Sermon was preached at 
Bath, where I learn your Lordſhip is at 


this Time, on account of your Health. 


Fa That 


Ixxi DEDICATION. 


That the Almighty Favour may accom- 
pany the Means which are uſed for the 
Reſtoration of that Bleſſing, is the anxious 
Prayer of al all thoſe who have the Honour 


ow = 8 « 


of being known to your Lordſhip ; ; and as 


it 1s not lets my D than it is my Hap- 
pineſs to unite in the ſame Zeal, your 


Lordſhip will be pleaſed to accept it, as 
the only Tribute of Gratitude apd Reſpect 


for the very deſirable Honour you have 
been pleaſed to confer on, : 


| Your Dundee 
Moſt obegient Chaplain, 3 


And very dutiſul Son and . 


London, 
26th March, 1789. 


EDWARD BARRY. 


+ 
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| Coross1ans, chap. Ill ver. 2. 


Set your offedtion on things above, not on things 
| on the earth. 


» 


TI E apoſtle having rectified ſome errors, 
both in doRrine and practice, amongſt the 
Coloſſians, and laid the goſpel as the foun- 
dation of every happineſs, by which they 
vere made free from the yoke of the cere- 
momal law, exhorts them in this chapter 
to ſet their hearts on heaven, and withdraw 
them from the allurements of this world. — — 
If ye then be riſen with Chriſt, ſeek thoſe 
things which are above, where Chriſt ſit- 
teth on the right-hand of God.”---As though 
he had ſaid, © Is Chriſt our head aſcended? 


let our hearts and affections follow him thi- 
: ther = 
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ther. Is our beſt friend advanced to the 
higheſt dignity in heaven, and ſecuring for 
all thoſe who love and ſeeꝶ him eternal bliſs ? 
let us then, comparatively, deſpiſe this world, 
and all its dece:tful charms ; but let our affec- 
tions be wholly engaged, and our ſouls nobly 
inſpired, for the realms above, that where 
he is, there v We _ be alſo. 


Light and EY How good and evil, are 
extreme obpofites ; and equally fo is an affec- 
tion for this and a future life. It is utterly 
impoſſible to love Chrift, and love the world. 
They never can be blended; nay, they muſt 
be continually at war. God has a kingdom 
above, Satan has a kingdom below, and we 
are ſubjects either of the one or the other. 
If of the former, our ſouls are fixed on 
things above ; but if of the latter, our affec- 
tions are ſet on the —_ of the earth. 


To Shane the glorious excellence of the 
one, and depict the miſerable wretchedneſs 
of the other, ſhall be my humble attempt 
on the preſent occaſion. - 


Firſt, 


(WW 7 
Firſt, then, the dignity of thoſe things 
which are above, is God the F ather, God 
the Son, and God the Holy Ghoſt. Theſe 


are the great and grand objects of your 
attention and alfection. | 


God the' Father—He who commanded 
light to ſpring out of darkneſs—who made 
order out of confuſion—who made man out 
of clay, and gave him life from the breath 
of his noſtrils—whoſe awful power ſhakes 
heaven and earth, and when the God of 
glory thunders, the inſidel trembles----this is 
your mighty friend. He who inhabits all 
ſpace, poſſeſſes all wiſdom, and has made the 
heavenly bodies and the great world as one 
ſtupendous monument of his majeſty this 
is the powerful Being who commands you 
to ſeek him with holy reverence and affec- 
tion.— His Son Chriſt Jeſus, who came from 
heaven in clouds of mercy, and ſuffered the 
complicated woes of a revengeful wicked 
world, and at laſt drank, even to the dregs, 
the very bitter cruel cup of death, with 
bleeding and extended arms—with the voice 
of ſweet melody and miraculous love in- 

treats 
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treats your aſfection.— The Holy Ghoſt longs 
to introduce you to the Son; that Holy 
Spirit, whoſe divine influence deſcends like 
a dove, who 1s the meſſenger of every di- 
vine conſolation, ſupplicates your eſteem. 


Strange condeſcenſion that the glorious 
Trinity, though different in office, yet one 
in eſſence, exquiſitely happy in themſelves, 
whom angels and archangels fall down and 
worſhip, ſhould thus call for the affection 
of ßeriſning and degraded mortals! 


But however cutting this reflection to the 
god of the Heathen, or inconfiſtent to the 
corrupt, falſe reaſoning of man, it is the 
Chriſtian's holy pride to receive an invitation 
from God, ſealed by the blood of Chriſt, 
and figned by his infallible apoſtles, to ſet 
his affections on this eternal, omnipotent, 
omnipreſent, and all-gracious God ! 


Apply, therefore, your whole thoughts, 
dedicate all your affection to this illuſtri- 
ous Being. Vour capability, through Chriſt, 
of doing it 2s indiſpulable; for life and death 


are 


Co] 

are ſet before you, chuſe which you will. 
* Strave to enter in at the ſtrait gate.” This, 
with various other texts, ſpeak your ability 
to accept, and an ordinary power to reject, 
the invitations of Heaven. And here you 
are called upon to ſet your affections on 
things above. 


The holy ſcriptures, Which are the bright 
lamps from heaven, tell us the beauties of 
that bleſſed manſion ; they likewiſe are 
given us as a remedy for every ill. There 
is no ſituation of man, however deſperate, 
no oppreſſion, however violent, but Heaven 
has written for his uſe a cordial and a cure. 
Every trouble that attacks, and every cala- 
mity that aſſails, are either annihilated or 
diminiſhed, if we look above. 


Poverty, wretchedneſs, and grief, and alt 
the direſul trains of ſorrow in her blackeſt 
and moſt deſponding dreſs, appear inſgni- 
ficant to him whoſe affections are above. 
The cup of life, however imbittered, drinks 
pleaſantly to ſuch an one. If proſperity 
imiles at his gate, he looks gratefully to 

| the 
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the God who commanded it; if adverſity 
frowns upon him, he knows the wiſdom of 
| _ God did well in appointing it. He ſees 
that whatſoever beſals him is for the beſt, 
ſince all ſhall work together for his good. 
His God is has friend and redeemer, and he 
knows in whom he has believed ; ſo that 
come upon him whatſoever will, as his affec- 
tions are not ſet n things on the earth, it 
makes very little impreſſion upon him. He 

knows his light afflictions, which are but 
for a ſeaſon, ſhall work for him an eternal 
weight of glory.— Thus, is God his refuge, 
and heaven his ſanQtuary.—When the body 
is impriſoned through ſickneſs, when the 
tongue cannot utter, the ſoul mounts with 
eager wings above, and brings a paradiſe 
below. He knows that after a few more 
throbbings of the pulſe, he ſhall cloſe his 
eyes, and be with God; for there his trea- 
ſure is, and there his heart muſt be alſo.---- 
How ought then theſe glorious truths ani- 
mate our ſouls, and determine us with zeal 
to ſet our affection on things ſo heaven- 
ly, fo grateful to our love! This is Sue 
pheilgſopfy; this robs death of terror, and 
gives angelic valour in a dying moment. 


But 


g 
N 
q 


» ) 


But not ſo with thoſe who fix their affec- 
tion on things below. I mean not to ſay, 


that we are to be devoid of friendſhip, or to 


reſiſt the impulſes of affection, either to our 
relatives or acquaintance, for theſe are com- 
manded ; and a barbarian is that perſon 


who can be wholly untouched where ſuch 


perſuaſive ſubjects invite his eſteem ; but 
when we are commanded not to place our 
affections here on earth, it is meant to con- 
vey, briefly, theſe meanings We muſt not 
poſleſs an inordinate paſſion for them; we 
mult not anxiouſly dote upon the periſhing 
charms of this life, nor muſt our affections 
be rivetted to any object, or pleaſure, ſo as 


to 1dolize it, and thereby rob a jealous God 


of his glory. Alas! what is there on earth 
that thus ſhould cheat us of any extrava- 


_ gant love? Look round this vaſt world, and 


lay, Where is happineſs ? Is it hid in the cot- 


tage 9 or, does it glitter in the palace? 


aſk the inhabitants of both. Ambition and 
tear, torment the one; poverty and fatigue, 
diſtreſs the other, Is it found in riches, or 
fame? aſk the wretched miſer, whoſe every 
moment is diſtracted, either for the ſafety 


Or 


680 


or the accumulation of his wealth. Is it in 
fame? aſk the thirſty ſoul for prarſe, how 
he pants for adulation—how he trembles for 
applauſe. Is it in titled honour 2—alas !—a 
greater name exiſts, Do we ſtrut with the 
phantaſtic plumes of family, or of learning? 
ue are kindred to the worms, and muſs 
rot with the untettered, Is it in beauty? 
what toil and pains it coſts, what anxious 
ſolicitude to keep in tune !—how does a ſe- 
ver prey upon thy damaſi cheeks? Is it in 
ſtrength, or courage p the diſeaſe of body 
makes thee feeble, and Death laughs at thee 
for a coward! Alas !—where then is happi- 
neſs? Why ſhould: we thus madly place our 
affections on earth, where calamity and 
death are written in a legible hand on the 
face of univerſal nature! Ho 3 
See the fond parent, now depoſiting in 
the unwelcome tenement of the earth, the 
only object of his affection! Look at the 
miſerable widow, bidding farewel to hap- 
pineſs—bedewing with heart-felt tears, the 
grave of her beloved huſband! | 


There 
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There is ſcarce any thing but diſappoint- 
ment here below; ſome conſtant bar to 
happineſs, either from the cruelty of our ene-_ 
mies, or the hypocriſy of pretended friends. 
There is a conſtant ſomething wanting, either 
to make us happy, or prevent our ruin; 
and when even that coveted jewel arrives, 
ſome other lurking pain demands redreſs. 
If we even imagine ourſelves happy, there 
is ſome envious fear that wiſhes to corrode 
it. If attached to our acquaintance, we 
are fearful of loſing them'; if cheriſhed by 
recovering health, we preſently forebode 
a relapſe; if encouraged to hope for ſuc- 
ceſs in our various proſpects, the pleaſures 
we may one moment experience are over- 
balanced at another, either by real or /elf- 
invented fears. Experience is ſufficient to 
teach us all that happineſs is not here, and 
conſequently unworthy of our affections. 
There is no real, ſolid, uninterrupted, 
joy; there cannot be in this vale of tears. 
The countenance may perchance ſome- 
times borrow the maſk of happineſs, and 
the foul forget her forrows; but, then, it is 

F only 
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only for the ſunſhine of a Summer's day. 
the glooms of _— return again. | 


All are | candidates for happineſs here, but 
none ſucceed. If any can ſay they have no 
troubles of their own, the fad adverfities of 
their fellow- creatures ſhould bring ſorrow 
and ſympathy to their breaſts. But, alas! in 
every mortal frame there is more or leſs an 
inexhauſtible theme for melancholy ; every 

foul living is a natural heir to grief; and 
whatever ſchemes men may plot, or what- 
ever palliatives they may uſe, to coax away 
reflection, there is a moment when con- 
ſcience will form upon them. Death has 
ſomething to ſay to every man, and will be 
heard ; for men may live fools, but fools they 
cannot die!“ —-Death is the touchflone of 
our heroiſm, Then degraded mortal, thou 
wilt ſhrink with horror, and ſtartle with 
confufon /----then all thy pomp and pa- 
geantry will be no more! The ſenſual ob- 
jects of thy affection will now appear hideous 
to thy frightened Hul; for thou haſt hated 
thy Maker, nor didſt thou ſet thy thoughts 
on neaven, on God, or — Then, 
_ where 
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where are all thy earthly gew-gaws? where: 
are thy darling objects? where are the idols 
of thy affection? can none give thee com- 
fort 2 Where is Hope? ſhe ſhakes her 
ſilver locks oer thy diſtracted couch, and 
heaves a figh ---Ah! how ungrateful are 
all thy former charms 2 how ſadly do they 
return thy great affections ? Now they throw 
off diſguiſe, when thou canſt love them no 
more; inſtead of cordials, they plant thorns 
n thy pillow ; and inſtead of aſſuaging the 
agonies of®death, they daringly upbraid thee 
with thy folly. 


Here let us vail this melancholy ſight, 
and learn a ſerious leſſon. Seeing, then, 
that all things are mortal; that kings, king- 
doms, and people, the ornament of therr 
times, and the boaſt of ages, are no more; 

that warriors and ſtateſmen are mouldered 
into duſt; and that every year, month, 
week, day, hour, nay, every minute, haſ- 
tens our diſſolution ; that we are tenants 
here, at moſt, but for a, very few years, 
let us take wiſdom in time, and place our 
 affeQtions where we wiſh to dwclt for ever: 
F 2 to 
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to wean them from a perfidious world, and 
dedicate them to heaven—to glory—to God 
to our Saviour. 


Now to God, . 


A SER. 


S E R M O N, 
PREACHED TO THE 


ConvicTts under Sentence of DEATRH 


IN 
N E W GA x E. 
on SUNDAY MORNING, Arz 20th, 1788, 
Previous to heit Execution an the following Wedneſday: 


_ — * ER * TIRES 3 1 


—_— 


— 
* 
e 
” 
* 
. 
a 
Ul 
* 
. 
* 
ty 
1 * 
* 
OY * 
* y 
« = 
on 
% 
» 
. 
* 
\ * 
5 2 
* 
* 
\ 
- 


SERMON V. 


Acrs, chap. xvi. part of go and 31 verſes. 


Sirs, What muſt I do to be ſaved ?—Believe on the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and thou ſhalt be ſaved. 


Tre preceding verſes inform us, that 
While Paul and Silas were on their public 
miniſtrations, a certain damſel, poſſeſſed with 
an evil ſpirit, and who brought to her maſters 
much gain by ſoothſaying, addreſſed them 
as ſervants of the Moſt High God, who 
pointed out the ways of ſalvation. She 

continued this language, we are told, for 
many days; at length St. Paul being grieved 
for her infirmity, commanded the evil ſpirit 
to depart from her, The maſters of this 
damſel ſeeing that the hope of their gains. 
F 4 was 
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was now gone, in a fit of reſentment, no 
doubt, ſeized Paul and Silas, and dragged 
them before the magiſtrates, and accuſed 
them of being troubleſome men, and un- 
friendly to the Roman cuſtoms: in conſe- 
quence of this charge, we find that a mob 
roſe up againſt them; the magiſtrates them- 
ſelves were baſe enough to tear off their 
cloaths, and commanded them to be beaten ; 
and after they had received many ſtripes, 
they were ſent to priſon, the jailor receiving 
ſtrict orders to put them into the inner pri- 
ſon, and make their feet ſaſt in the ſtocks. 


Picture to yourſelves their miſerable ſitua- 
tion, and feel if human aid were only to ſup- 
port them, their evident diſtreſs and danger, 
on account, merely, of their fidelity to God, 
and undaunted zeal for his glory. But, in- 
ſtead of deſpair or murmuring, hear them, 
in the diſmal dungeon, and at midnight, 
ſinging praiſes to God !—That loving and 
jealous father heard the ejaculations of his 
children, and inſtantly avenged their cauſe 

by ſending an earthquake to rattle the very 
foundations of the priſon ; ſcuiſt as ling 
| the 
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the priſon doors flew open; bars, Nolte and 
chains all became looſe! What a cordial 
proof is this of the efficacy of prayer and 
adorations to God in affliction! The jailor 
_ alarmed and terrified at what had happened, 
and the conſequent death he muſt have ſuf- 
fered by the Roman laws, had the priſoners 
availed themſelves the opportunity of efcap- 
ing, in this panic drew out a ſword, and 


Vould have become a ſuicide; he would 


have murdered himſelf, had not the power- 
ful perſuaſion of his holy priſoner inter- 
rupted the horrid deed—* Do thyſelf no 
harm,” ſaid the great Apoſtle, * for we are 
all here!” In the midſt of this conſternation, 
and from an attempt ſo foul, he inſtantly en- 
quires for ſalvation, and of his priſoners too, 
who were, a little while ago, under his me- 
nace and controul: but ſee him now 
trembling before hem! addreſſing himſelf 
to them in the very reſpectable and ſub- 
miſſive language of lords, or firs, © What 
| ſhall I do to be ſaved?” they ſaid unto him, 
« Believe on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 

thou ſhalt be ſaved!” 
A queſ- 
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A queſtion of ſuch importance cannot 
fail to be peculiarly intereſting to all of us! 
but eſpecially to you my dying fellow-crea- 
tures. —The partition between you and eter- 
_ nity will literally remain but a very few 
fleeting hours! and Zhen, to be uſhered into 
the preſence of an angry God—tremendous 


thought 


Suffer me, then, to intreat your very 
watchful attention, while I ſpeak further on 
the words lately read: the ceremony of lan- 
guage, and form, ſhall give way to the exi- 
gence and extremity of your caſe; I will 
attempt to ſpeak the plainęſt truths to you: 


1ſt. On the importance of the enquiry, 
“What ſhall I do to be ſaved?” and, 


2dly. On the anſwer given, © Believe on 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and thou ſhalt be 
laved!' 1 


Firſt then, © What ſhall I do to be ſaved?” | 
and here you muſt remember that the cur/e 


of God is tranſmitted to you, even through 
the 
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the guilt of your parent Adam; he was the 
exact repreſentative of what we are, made of 
the /ame materials, and liable to the ſame 
corruption; we ſhould have done exactly 


what he did, hence his guilt is reaſonably 


made ours; but ſuppoſing even your inno- 
cence in this matter, examine thoſe ſins im- 
mediately committed by your ownlelves— 


ſee the ten commandments ſolemnly delivered 


to you for the rule of your life, and God 
himſelf declaring to you, that he that of- 
fendeth in one point, offendeth in all; and 
recolle& that the offence is not confined 
merely to the act, but Divine juſtice pene- 
trates even the deſire. Can you my tellow 
ſinners in particular, nay, can any of us, but 
ſtart with horror at the idea of meeting this 
ſcrutinizing, fierce judge? You cannot. 
« Curſed then is every one that continueth 


not in all things which are written in the 


book of the law to do them; and is quick 
vengeance whettening in the brow of your in- 


ſulted God, and bidding, as it were, this mo- 


ment the thirſty blade of juſtice to glut her 


impatience on your eternal miſery ?—and 


do you feel no agitation, no concern, how you 


may 


* 
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may be ſheltered from the wrath of enraged 
omnipotence ? 


I cannot caſt my eyes on you, Who are 
now trembling before me, without ſuppoſing, 
that a reſtleſs agonizing thought for your ac- 
quittal before your earthly judge, has been 
powerfully at work ;—you have no doubt 
eagerly aſked yourlelves—your friends— _ 
your counſellors, © What ſhall I do to be 
ſaved from death temporal ?”—What! no 
thought how to be ſaved from death eter- 
nal ?—Where muſt I live when my body 
crumbles into duſt ? : 


Is my ſoul, the living principle, to dwell 
in ceaſeleſs happineſs, or be plagued with 
never-ending torments ? If theſe intereſting 
enquiries have not hitherto engaged your 
very earneſt attention, may they now ſtrike 
you with their ferious importance ! 1 


It is not inſipidly to ſay, That you are a 
ſinner, and calmly aſk, © What ſhall I do to 


be ſaved ? No, no, your language muſt be, 
e, 
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“ Saye, Lord, or I periſh !“ “ God be mer- 
ciful to me a ſinnerlY ““ 


- Your mind muſt be deeply affected, and 
concerned in the enquiry,—lf the probability 
of a reprieve from your Sovereign were 
ſuggeſted to you, through ſome poſſible duty 
on your part, methinks, body and ſoul would 
almoſt with frantic extacy enquire, what you 
could do to obtain it ?with that ſame ſort 
of feeling—with that ſame cordiality and fer- 
vent zeal, does it behove you to enquire for 
ſalvation, from the eternal Sovereign of all 
things; and the motive of this enquiry 
ſhould not ariſe ſo much from the dread of 
puniſhment, as from a thorough conviction 
of having, both by ſins of omiſſion, and fins 
_ of commiſſion, baſely violated, all your life- 
long, the precepts of your God! When thus 
you are bowed down, when t/us the hardened 
rebellious heart is melted from the painful 
reflections of guilt, and a conſciouſneſs of 
your own unworthineſs,—and that you 
merit nothing but the wrath.of God; then 
indeed, and not till then, will the queſtion in 
my text, What ſhall I do to be ſaved,” 
| | avail 
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avail you, nor truly will you be inclined to 
propoſe it : you may poſſibly tremble it with 
your lips, but the ſoul will not be prerced ;— 
you would not apply to a phyſician, till you 
felt your diſeaſe ; nor will you apply to God 
for mercy, till you are heartily convinced, 
and ſorrowing for your ſins.—Retire then 
into your gloomy cells, and take a mourn- 
ful ſurvey of your heinous offences againſt 
the great God of heaven and earth, before 
whom you are deſtined ſo ſoon to appear ; who 
awfully declares, that the wicked ſhall be 
turned into hell May this fad truth fink 
deep, and work effectually on your minds, 
that the ſoul may be fo ſtartled with her 
danger, that ſhe can find no reſt by reaſon 
of fin: when this is your happy caſe, you 
will want no perſon, no argument, to ſecond 
the neceſſity of your enquiry for ſalvation. 
 Woutd to God that your ſouls were thus 
ſtormed with a ſenſe of your guilt ! 


Well, do I ſee before me ſuch a candi- 
date ?—are thoſe tears teeming down your 
pale faces, the genuine tokens of repen- 
tance p are you ſcarcely able from a real 


Jenſe- 
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ſenfibility of your guilt and wretchedneſs to 
| lift up your eyes to heaven, and ſay, God 
be merciful to me a ſinner ?—are you now 
gazing with a ſort of deſpair, and from the 
bottom of your heart aſking, * What you 
ſhall do to be ſaved ?”—Is this the only, this 
the grand queſtion, really, and in good 
earneſt If I dare think ſo, or you are 
convinced it is ſo, and you put the gqueſtzon 
again——and cannot hkelþ doing it. — and 
wait in eager longing ſuſpenſe. for an an- 
ſwer, I give you joy I almoſt congratu- 
late you on your ſalvation I-“ Believe on 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and thou ſhalt be 
ſaved ! Here is good news from heaven! 
— What ! thou gh thus deluged all over with 
guilt—bound faſt with irons—too ſinful to 
live among /inners themſelves—and yet be- 
lieving on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, I ſhall be 
ſaved Ves, this 1s true,; it is God, and not 
man, proclaims it by the mouth of unerring 
truth: — it aſtoniſhes you, no doubt— it 
ſeems too marvellous an act of pardon !— 
but ſuffer not your faith to ſtagger; and we 


will ſpeak to you on this divine truth, as 
was 


5 
was ſecondly propoſed. © Believe on the Lord 
Jeſus Chrift, and thou ſhalt be ſaved !” 


But firſt let me premiſe, that the holy 
ſcriptures pointedly declare, That there is 
no name given under heaven whereby you 
can be ſaved, but by the name of Chriſt ; 
for if Salvation was of ourſelves, then did 
Chriſt die in vain ;” and where but from 
him, my unhappy friends, can you expect 
it ? Where, but to the mercies of a Re- 
deemer, can I refer you at this awful criſis ? 
It is, you know, but a few hours you have 
to live !—could I be ſo ignorant then, ſo 
much an infidel, to ſuppoſe that any ope- 
rations which you, or that any of us can 
perform, with minds polluted all over with 
the blackeſt guilt—and even our beſt ſer- 
vices are impure before God !—dare I to 
ſay, that there is any meritorious action you 
can perform, which will appeaſe the wrath 
of Heaven for the fins of your whole life ?— 
it would be at the peril of my own ſalvation 
if I did. No, my brethren ; it is your hap- 
pineſs and mine, that the whole work of re- 
demption began and ended with the great 

| ſacrifice 
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 facrtfice of Jeſus Chriſt: had it depended 
upon ourſelves—had we even done all, we 
ſhould have been unprofitable ſervants ! but, 
inſtead of doing all, even in our power, in 
heart, lip, and life, to the» glory of God, 
we have rather reverſed it, and diſhonoured 
him in every one of theſe, 
x | 5 
1 The heart of man &s evil, and that conti- 
nually, and above all things defperately 
wicked! And you muſt know: it; —I call 
upon your teſtimony, without goring your 
feelings by any particular alluſion to your 
ſituation, and that will give an immediate 
deciſive verdict Don't miſtake me; I am 
not ſuppoſing that you are ſinners above all 
Galileans! —No; © except we repent, we 
ſhall all likewiſe periſh !”—let us take alike 
to ourſelves all unworthineſs, and infamy 
before God, and reſt ſatisfied in this great 
truth, That the day of judgment will not be 
trifled with by a comparative detail of our 
virtues and vices, though here on earth it, 
is abſolutely neceſſary that our behaviour 
ſhould be rewarded or puniſhed as it bears 


a proportion to the one or the other ; yet, 
G oefore 
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before God, all muſt become guilly—God will 
be juſt, and n man a lia. 


1 the Old Teſtament you may rods, 
That the Iſraelites who were bitten by the 
fiery ſerpents, on account of their fins, were 
commanded to look up to the ſerpent of 
braſs, which God commanded Moſes to ſet 
up in the wilderneſs 4or their cure; thoſe 
who looked up to it lived; but before that, 
many died.” This was a very exact and 
lively type of the Meſſiah that was to come; 
“ for, as Moſes lifted up the ſerpent in the 
wilderneſs, even ſo muſt the Son of Man be 
lifted up ; that whoſoever believeth in him 
ſhould not periſh, but have eternal life.” 


Hence, at the day of judgment, only two 
ſorts of people will be diſtinguiſhed—— 
thoſe who accepted, and thoſe who rejected 
the means of falvation—and I wiſh it were 
in my power to fix effectually on your minds 
this great truth, That mankind will not be 
puniſhed fo much for the diſeaſe of /in, as for 
rejecthing the cure offered for that diſeaſe, 

which is alone in the blood o, Chriſt. © For 
IG 7 this 
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this is the condemnation, that gt is come 
into the world, and men love darkneſs ra- 
ther than 1. becauſe their deeds are 


evil. * 


Behold then the Lamb of God, that 
taketh away the ſins of the world! Believe 
in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and thou ſhalt be 

ſaved !—Rend the very heavens with Halle- 
lujahs for this gracious promiſe ! | 


The devils believe through compulſive 
terror, but you muſt believe through joy 
and comfort in the promiſes of the Holy 
Ghoſt—to believe fervently in your hearts 
that Chriſt, the Son of God, came down 
from heaven, and ſuffered on the croſs, for 
the fins of a rebellious world ; and, © that by 
his ſtripes you are healed.” If thus you 
believe, all your intereſt, all your depen- 
dence, will center there, and there only,— 
Well, if this in reality be your happy trea- 
ſure, I am ſure your heart will be there allo; 
and out of the abundance of -the heart the 
mouth vill, it cannot fail to celebrate, and 

triumph in the wonders of redeeming love !— 
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Go, weeping ſinners, then, and hide your 
guilty heads from the fury of the ' law of 
God; hide them under the atoning cove- 
nant, under the. wings of your dear Re- 
deemer ! 


See the loving Saviour longing to em- 

brace his long-loſt children !—Behold his 
flowing tears! — hearken to his expiring 
ON was all for you! ? 


Fly to his expanded arms—he: longs, he 
warts to be gracious Go, contrite beg- 
gars, to the, riches of his grace, and take 
every ſupply for glory !——Stand off, thou 
proud-ſtruiting Phariſee ! and make room 
for that poor dejected publican—that Mary 
Magdalen—that wicked Manaſſeh — that 
perſecuting Saul—that poor convicted crimi- 
nal, and even that thizf, ſhall this day be with 
me in paradiſe What a noble defence is 
this to put up at the bar of heaven hat 
a glorious ſubjett 1s this to ſpeak on, © That 
the blood of Chriſt cleanſeth us from all 
ſin —only believe on the Lord n Chriſt, 
and all this is yours! 

Surely 
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Surely you are ready to ſay, © Lord, I be- 
lieve—help thou my unbelief !”——encou- 
rage then, I pray you, by earneſt prayer to 
the throne of divine grace, that God will 
further your deſires more and moge—be 
reſtleſs in prayer, that you may have ſome 
comfortable token before you go hence, 
and be no more ſeen—that your ſins are 
waſhed away in the rich ſtreams of mercy ! 


Here is the bleſſing of the goſpel, That 
mercy triumphs over juſtice l only let our 
triumph be ſafely founded, let us be made 
acquainted with the victorious Captain of 
our ſalvation let us not raiſe up the banners 
ol triumph on preſumption, nor _ them 


e pong. 


T hardly know what more to ſay to you: 
I cannot give you faith, for that is the 8ft 
of God; but whoſoever ſincerely petitions 
for it, will not be denied ; and whoever has 
it, muſt be ſaved to all eternity ! 


You ſee then, plainly, I truſt, your own 
caſe ;—you are called upon to receive a per- 


G3 fect, 
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fett cure for your diſeaſe ;'——S:n is your 
diſeaſe, and I ſhould hope a painful one 
too —Chriſt, the divine phyſician, promiſes 
to cure you N07, though it has gone ſo far! 
but you are to believe in his {kill and ab:- 
lity; and as one ſmarting under his afflic- 
tions, to beſeech him, with all your might, 
to come and heal you at the eleventh, hour! 
Come, Lord Jefus, then, come quick- 
ly to theſe thy dying children !—Lord, give 
them faith! - may they believe in thee ! 
may they be cloathed with thy. righteout- 
nels—may they. be ſaved ! ! | 


| And you who: are now aſſembled, whe- 
ther the thoughtleſs, or /ad ſpectators of 
this affecting ſcene! remember, that nothing 
but divine favour has made the difference 
between theſe unhappy men and us—we are 
equally criminal, every one of us, before 
God, as they are! too ſoon you cannot 
yourſelves apply for ſalvation—too late it 
may be The ſudden ſeizure of death may 
not give your unprepared guilty ſouls even a 


precious mon ent to implore the mercy of 
that 
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that God, of whoſe name and worſhip, you, 
perhaps, live in open profanation. 


Take a ſerious leſſon, I implore you, 
from the example of theſe your fellow-crea- 
tures ; it was becauſe they had not the fear 
of God before their eyes !—it was becauſe 
they believed not in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
and did not wear in their lives the image af 
that holy Jeſus, that God at length gave 
them over to a reprobate mind, and are 
thus © become a monſter to many —chain- 
ed and fettered, as you now ſee them 
Hideous fight the wages of fin 18-death /! 
— they are about to ſuffer death temporal ; 
and the only humanity you can now exer- 
ciſe to their ſouls, is to intercede with God, 
by fervent prayer, that they may eſcape 
death eternal !—and be it your immediate 
| caution to guard againſt both; © Let him 
that !hinketh he ſtandeth, take heed leſt he 
fall!“ The ſmall interval between theſe 
men and death, forbids me to talk to them 
about the fruits of faith.—If they have faith, 
God will ſee and acknowledge their inten- 
tions in the bud; but be it your duty to 

G 4 | mani- 
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manifeſt your faith and belief in Jeſus Chriſt, 
by the bloſſom of a virtuous and holy life ; 
or, as our Lord ſays, © If ye love me, keep | 
my commandments.” At your pert it is, 
if you fin, on a preſumption © that grace 
may abound.” To you at preſent I have 
no more to ſay, but to recommend to your 
feelings, and compaſſion, the wretched many 
of your fellow- creatures and ſinners, who 
ſeem pining away thro' every want, within 
theſe dreaty walls; and thank God that 
you are the givers, and not the receivers 


And now, my poor and miſerable fellow- 
ſinners, what more ſhall I ſay to you how 
ſhall I bid you farewell to all eternity! I 
feel as a fellow-creature for the natural agi- 
tations of your mind, and could join your 
tears.—You are ſurrounded with nothing 
but gloomineſs—laden with heavy irons ! 
and have this moment fixed before your 
eyes—awful fight the pattern“ of what 
will ſoon contain your youthful bodies. 


.* The convis anger 1 are placed by themſelves, 
and a coffin is put in the center, around which, before 
pry they kneel, and ſing the ſinner's lamentation. 


All 


( 105 ) 

All this is alarming beyond deſcription ! 
but be not too much caſt down ; it will ſoon 
be over / caſt your eyes beyond the gloomy 
confines of the grave !—look to your Lord, 
he hears your ſighs !—ſoon will thoſe galling 
ſetters be knocked off; you'll quickly bid 
adieu to all things mortal; they are now too 
little, too diſtreſſing for your thoughts; but 
lift up your hearts and voices to Chriſt 
your Redeemer, without ceaſing, — What 
have you to fear, if Chriſt be your's? Seek 
him, O ſeek him then, while he may be 
found, call upon him while he is near! 
And now, bleſſed Saviour! we commend 
theſe thy ſervants to thy tender mercies ! 
waſh them in thy precious blood, and pre- 
ſent them ſpotleſs to thy Father ! guide them 
through the valley and ſhadow of death! 
ſend thy holy ſpirits to conduct them to 
Abraham's boſom Lord Jeſus receive 
their ſouls! | 
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ST. MartrTHEW, chap. xxv. ver. 13. 


Watch therefore, for ye know not the day nor the 
hour wherein the Son of Man cometh. 


IN the common ations of life, when men 
are trifling with time, and deferring till to- 
morrow what can be done to-day, a very 
apt caution is given, and no perſon but 
readily aſſents to the truth of it, and ſays, 
* Delays are dangerous! If, then, this 
truth be admitted, and in the ſecular affairs 
of life, be in a great degree attended to, 
with how much more earneſtneſs ſhould 
this important advice be liſtened to, and, as 
it were, imprinted on the mind, to make us 
vigilant, and not to loſe one moment in our 
* for eternity ? 


The 
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The parable connetted with my text gives 
us a maſt awful example that Delays are 
dangerous; and the great inſtruction de- 
ducible from it is, Learn to be r * 
others arm. | 


To ſet this duty before you as dearly and 
as forcibly as poſſible, I will ſuppoſe a caſe ; 
and what ſo fit a one as that which our Lord 
has given in the inſtance of ten virgins, as 
figurative of the kingdom of heaven? five 
of whom were wiſe, and five fooliſh, who 
all went forth with lamps to meet the bride- 
groom.— The foohſh took no oil in their 


lamps, but the wiſe did.—While the bride- 


groom tarried, they all ſlumbered and ſlept! 
At midnight there was à cry made—and what 
was that cry P—It was the unexpected, it 


as the alarming ſound — © Behold the 


bridegroom cometh, go ye out to meet 
him.“ News extremely welcome, extreme- 
ly longed for by thoſe who were provided 
with oil.; but how unwelcome, how terrible 
to [thoſe who had it not At midnight 
the bridegroom came ; with ſome the time of 


Humber—when balwy ſleep locks up with 
tweet 
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| ſweet repoſe the wearied ſprings of life 
when all is huſhed up in quiet, inthat dread 
ſilent hour of gloom and midnight, the 
bridegroom came—who could have expe&- 
ed him then? nay, who would not have 
been, as were thoſe virgins, ſtartled with 
ſurprize Or, if midnight be not the hour 
of retirement with ſome; if the courſe uf 
nature be altered, and the habit ſo ſtrangely 
vitiated, as to make it the moment of feſti- 
vity and high conviviality, it were equally 
amazing to hear the found— Behold the 
- bridegroom cometh !'—What an earthquake 
to every feeling! to have the midnight 
gambols ſo rudely interrupted, the merri- 
ment ſo ſtrangely ſtopt, and the cordial 
glees ſo affrightingly chilled The bride- 
| groom cometh, go ye out to meet him.— 
Thoſe who had oil gladly aroſe, and trimd 
their lamps; while the foolz/e (and fooliſh 
indeed they muſt have been) ſaid to the wile, 
Give us of your oil, for our lamps are gone 
out.—But the wiſe had forecaſt, and with 
wiſdom objefted, leſt there ſhould not be 
enough for both; but adviſed them to go to 
thoſe who ſold oil, and buy for themſelves. 
3 | 80 
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So while they went to buy, the bridegroom 
really came. Thoſe who were ready went in 
with him to the marriage, and the door was 
ſhut.— Sad diſappointment, confuſion, and 
diſmay to thoſe who afterwards came 

However, earnefily did Taz V beg for admif 
fon, faying, Lord, Lord, open to us!— 

but in vain thoſe late ſolicitations ; diſre- 
garded were all thoſe intreaties; the bride- 
groom would admit none but thoſe who held 
themſelves ready to receive him he could 
not be ſuppoſed to know THEM; they did 
not bear any marks of regard to him, no at- 
tention, no ſigns by which he could diſtin- 
guiſh either love or zeal, nay, or any com- 
mon token of reſpect to him; but, on thecon- 
trary, a great contempt and negligence on 
this occaſion; therefore the bridegroom is 
inſulted, and declares he knows them not.— 
Had he known them as acceptable and 
worthy of admiſſion to the marriage, they 
would have known him, and held them- 
ſelves ready for the moment, like centinels 
on the watch; but as they ſlighted the no- 
tice, in vain are all their petitions.— They 


EG Lord, Lord, open to us; but the Lord 
2 os 
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ſays, {know you not- and here comes the 
inference of the whole, in the exhortation 
of my text, Watch therefore, for ye know 
neither; the day nor the hour wherein the 
Son of Man cometh !*—You have already. 
ſeen the confuſion, diſgrace, and puniſhment 
of the five fooliſh virgins ; you blame their 
conduct, while you applaud the wiſe : you 
ſay the fooliſh ſhould have taken. oil, for it 
was quite uncertain when the bridegroom 
might come; and the inſult the bridegroom 
felt at their indolence and indifference, juſti- 
fied an excluſion of their ſociety from the mar- 
riage. But put the caſe a little nearer home, 
and ſpeak effectually to yourſelves before 
the heavenly bridegroom comes. At mid- 
night, and ſudden- as lightning, a cry is 
made, the trumpet ſounds with awful gran- 
deur—Behold the bridegroom comet! — 
go ye out to him.—Alas, how great the con- 
ſternation to thoſe who have not oil to 
trim their lamps !—with what trepidation 
and panic muſt they hear, and at midniglit 
too] the alarming ſummons 1 Arreſted thus, 
in the ſolemn vigils of the night, inſtantly 
to meet their God they cannot borrow 
H prepa- 
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preparations from others, left by fueh de- 
ductions, if ſuch were capable of being bor- 
rowed, or given, they who lent them ſhould 
be found wanting; it may, as with the vir. 
gins, be too late when the bridegroom: is on 
the ſpeed, to poſſeſs the great qualification 
for ourſelvess while al the effort, the 

bridegroom may be actually arrived, or 
the meſſenger of death ſtare us in the face ! 
andwe ſay then, Lord, Lord, open to us. — 
Take heed in time, that you are not e 
ed as were the fooliſh virgins, © Verily, Ifay 
unto you, I know rw not!” fe 


Watch, ihiereſgrs; wor ye know neither 

the day nor the hour wherein the Son of 
Man cometh !—he cometh as it were a thief 
in the night; for ye know not when the 
maſter of the houſe cometh, at even, or at 
midnight, or at the cock-crowing, or in the 
morning, If then ſcripture aſſures us, and 
example proves to us, the very great un- 
certainty when we may be ſummoned by 
ſurprize, and when not ready, need any 
further arguments be urged, either to con- 


: vince « or rouſe or to-the i En duty of 
Pre- 
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preparing for the marriage fupper? eſpecially 
as your exact attention to it, will infallibly 
ſecure to you eternal happineſs; your neglect 
of it, awfully threatens your eternal miſery. 
At the moſt improbable time you ſee the 
bridegroom cartie—at midnight may it not 
be equally uncertain to us? Can you ſay 
- when the cry ſhall be made? can you tell 
the deſtined moment ?—cari you ſay how 
long it ſhall be ere the filver trump ſhall 
thrill into your ears, Come to judgment? 
It may be at midniglit, it may be ſooner, or 
it may be, that the cloſe of the next throb- 
bing pulls ſhall be the moment. Who can 
ſay it ſhall not thus happen ?P—In the 
midſt of life we are in death !——Theſe are 
ſerious,” folemn truths, and our/elves have 
witneſſed, perhaps, in OR TRIES, their 

affecting reality. 


The queſtion then, the grand and intereſt- 
ing queſtion is, Are we ready to go out and 
meet the bridegroom ?—we have notice of 
his coming, and are we provided for the vi- 
ſit —have we the oil ready? are our lamps 
trimmed? it may be too late at midnight 

| H 2 to 
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to FR either; in fact, are we holding our- 
ſelves as much as poſſible in a ſtate of fitneſs 
for the great debt of nature, and the juag- 
ment that follows? are we watching by faſt- 
ing and prayer, by uſing every means of 
grace in public and private, making the 
cartes and concerns of this tranſitory life 
entirely ſubordinate to the injunctions of 
Chriſtianity ? do we feel moſtly attached to 
the intereſts of this, or a future life ? in ſhort, 
as dying perſons can we declare; that, to the 
utmoſt of our power, we renounce pride, co- 
vetouſneſs, and all the outward and inward 
vices of the ſoul? are our minds determin- 
edly bent on heaven, and heavenly objects, 
and adorning as much as poſſible the goſpel 
of our Redeemer p If we cannot anſwer 
theſe faithful queſtions in the affirmatzve, at 
leaſt in a great meaſure, we are not fit to meet 
the bridegroom; we are not trimmed, nor 
fit to meet our Saviour, unleſs wearing in 
our temper and inclinations the wedding 
garments of n mau 


Theſe are e ſubjebts ark enquiries of the jaſt 


concern; they importunately preſs home 
74% for 
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for your very immediate and attentive, ex- 
erciſe, leſt coming ſuddenly the maſter find 


you vr up in the ſheets of 


indolence and delay, fettered to your ſins, 
ſleeping the ſleep of death, till amazed with 
fear—aſtoniſhed—alarmed from your car- 
nal fatal ſlumber, by the tremendous cry, 
© Behold the maſter cometh !” | 


Watch therefore; ſeize the preſent mo- 
ment for the great bufineſs ; be on your ſtand 
of duty ; let no device, ſtratagem, or con- 
ſpiracy, (for many will preſent themſelves) 
divert or influence you to quit your poft. 
Be like ſoldiers on their guard—you will 
ſoon be relieved ;—every moment brings 
the maſter nearer. Trim up your lamps 
with freſh oil, the bridegroom may not be 
far diſtant. Step not one moment off your 
caution and ſrom your duty, leſt that he the 
very moment when he . cometh ; and while 
 youaregelting oil totrim your lamps, the gate 
may be ſhut, and yourſelves ſhut out—for 
ever excluded the happy ſociety above But 
| ſtand true to your truſt—be jealous over 
Hyg EE... 


your ownſelves—ex the maſter every 
moment; and ſhoul he delay a few minutes 
longer than our decaying dying form has 
a right to expect, you will ſtill be ready. 
It is certain h well come ; and better watch 
many hours in hopefal anxiety, than pre- 
fume on the certainty of one minute's ab- 
ſence; left, as in the occurrences of life, 
ſo it may prove in death, that it was the 
very minute — the unexpected, unfortunate 
minute when we were. wanting, when our 
maſter called us, and when the bridegroom 
really came;—but let us every day and 
hour aſk qil from heaven, and trim up our 
lamps, ſo that whether at even, or at mid. 
nig, or at cock- crowing. or in the morn- 
ing, whenſoever the cry is made, Behold 
e bridegroom cometh,” we may have no 
dil to ſeek; but with joy, and with our 
lamps trimmed, go forth to meet him, and 
be admitted 160 1 ee of the 
nn | 
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1 TiMzoTHY, chap, vi. ver. 12. 


Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal 
bife, whereento thou art alſo called, and haſt pro- 
Heſſed 4 good een wer many witneſſes. 


SAIN T Paul i in mis, ay another epiſtle, 
has been ſetting ſorth to Timothy the moſt 
wholeſome leſſons for his miniſterial con- 
duct; exhorting him from the pureſt prin- 
ciples of affection and duty to avoid various 
evils (which the imperfections of nature and 
youth might be liable to) and direQing ſuch 
a rectitude of doctrine and manners, as 
would Inſure him a glorious reward here- 


25 —5 Fight the good fight of faith,“ ſays 
this 


2 

this great apoſtle, lay hold on eternal life, 
whereunto thou art alſo called, and haſt 
profeſſedꝰa good profeſſion before many 


witneſſes. My preſent deſign is, 


1ſt. To enquire what is meant by tho 
phraſe, © Fight the good fight of faith,” | 


2dly. How and through whom we are to 
lay wy on en life. 


* Make "Ol general obſerva 
from the text, 


F rt, then, * 75 fight the good "fight of 
faith,” plainly implies that we have ſome- 
thing to fight againſt ; that there are oppo- 
nents, and adverſaries to our Chriſtian war- 
ſare; and theſe muſt be conſidered as three, 
the World, the Fleſh, and the Devil. And 
it appears very evident and rational why 
they are enemies to thoſe who follow after 
faith and godlineſs, if we conſider that the 
very nature and principles of Chriſtianity, 

from 1 its firſt eſtabliſhment to the preſent mo- 


ment, are every where averſets the corrupt 
rea- 


( 123 ) | 
reaſoning and paſſions of degraded nature.— 
Could religion applaud and eſpouſe the fa- 
ſhions of this world, it would meet with no 
ſort of appoſition; could every darling vice 
find an afylum there, how many ſincere 
worſhippers would it have The learned 
and unlearned, the ruſtic and caurtier, would 

pay their conſtant adorations to it. Beauty 
and deformity wauld bear the ſame counte- 
nance—the miſer and ſpendthrift would be 
yunanimaqus—and the politicians would nat 
diſagree. An fact, all nature would croud 
the gates of ſo obliging, of fo delightful, of 
fo Palatable a religion! — But, my friends, 
it is not ſo with the religion of Chrift—it 
tears up by the roots your ſinful appetites, 
and gives a fatal blow to every luſtful wiſh ; 
it points out human nature in a moſt piti- 
able light; humbles every proud ſentiment 
of the creature, but exalts and glorifies the 
perfections and gaodneſs of the Creator! 


Seeing, then, that religion thus cenſures 
and condemns fallen nature, we cannot in 


the leaſt wonder that all her powers, the 
2" "Ori, 


TEE 


world, the fleſh, and the devil, ſbauld furi- 
ouſly oppoſe any thing a. inimical to her 
e wies. | 


| Os bleſſed 1 when, on * was 
not exempt, but ſubmitted to ſuffer; even 
. unto death, the. inſulting uſage of thoſe 
combined enemies to his doctrine and pu- 
rity; and ſince he himſelf has declared that 
his kingdom was not of this world, his diſ- 
ciples and followers muſt expect various 
trials and oppreſſions: and gur Lord tells 
them, that in the world they ſhall have tribu- 
lation ; and it ſeems almoſt of neceſſity that 
it ſhould be ſo; for light and darkneſs can- 


not agree -e cannot ſerve two maſters.— 


If we are enliſted under Chriſt's heavenly 
banner, we have a roaring enemy againſt 
us - many againſt us on earth, but all, all 
on our ſide in heaven. If Chriſt and 
his apoſtles. felt. the reproaches. of a ſinful 
world on account of the doctrines they 
taught and practiſed, what reaſon have we 
to expect to be vholly exempt from the va- 
rious hatreds of thoſe, adverſaries. to aur 


Chriſtian faith >—Are we therefore to be 
diſ- 


( 125 ) 
diſmayed, if oppreſſions of any ſort ſhould 
come ?—No, God forbid let us confider 
it an honour and privilege that we have even 
the fainteſt marks of ſuffering for righteouſ- 


neſs' ſake, ——Apprehend no danger in the 
ſervice of your heavenly maſter take en- 
couragement and example from all the ſuf- 
fering ſaints and martyrs, and fight the good 
fight of faith in whatever manner Heaven 
may pleaſe to call on you, whether as a2 
preacher, or a hearer. In whatever ſituation 
you are placed, there are not wanting op- 
portunities of evidencing your zeal for 


Chriſtianity, and being courageous to fight 


againſt ſin, however pleaſing it may appear 
for the moment to lay down arms and join 
your tempting foe—and the enemy, perhaps; 
is never gaining a better advantage, than 
| when we are halting between two opinions, 
whether to veject, or gratify, any corrupt 
wiſh his artful invention may have repre- 
ſented to our mind; for the adverſary we are 
told, goes about like a roaring lion ſeeking 
whom he may devour, and watches every 
unguarded moment of the heart to give the 
gulded po, on. How then does it behove us 

| to 
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to be like ſoldiers on the watch, that he gain 
tio advantage over its? and to put on the 
whole armour of faith, that we may be able 
to reſiſt the hoy earns of the world, the 
fleſh; and the n — 


To fight the cod Gott of A to get 
ſo far a maſtery over our unruly wills as 
not to be led captive by them; and it carries 
ſomething more than negative virtues ; for 
it calls upon us to be faithful foldiers, and 
active ſervants, in the cauſe of our maſter— 
in fact, to combat every thing unfriendly to 
the intereſts of religion, and to manifeſt the 
purity of our faith, by a religious walk on 
earth; looking to God, and imploring his 
almighty aid to ſupport us undet every dif- 
ficulty and trial, and to bring us off mote 
than conquerors : For; remember that your 
enemy is Chained; and though he may roar, 
he cannot deſtroy ; he 11 _ but can- 
not overcome. 


By fi rotting, therefore, the good fight of 
faith, we are to underſtand our moſt vigilant 
and ſteady exertions to caſt down the king- 
dom 


1 : 
dom of Satan—to ſubdue; as miich as poſ 
ſible, every corrupt affetion—to bear pati- 
ently every trial of our faith and fo doing, 


lay hold of eternal life —which n, me 
to the ſecond propoſition, 1185 


| How and through whom we are to lay 
bold on eternal die.. 8 


_ «Search the ſcriptures,” ſays Chriſt, © far 


in them ye think ye have eternal life, and 


they are they which teſtify of me;”—and 
every part of ſcripture aſſures us, that 
* Chriſt is the reſurrection and the hſe— 
| that our liſe is hid with Chtiſt—and this is 
life eternal, to know thee the only true God, 
and Jeſus Chriſt whom thou haſt ſent—For 
as in Adam all died, even ſo in Chriſt ſhall 
all be made alive.” It ls, therefore, thro' the 
merits and interceſſion of Chriſt that we muſt 
finally expect eternal life ; for other foundas 
tion can no man lay :—and this joyful con- 
ſideration ſhould ſpur us on to run that race 
which he has ſet before us; not to delude 
our ſouls by a ſtate of carnal ſecurity, and 
thinking, that as Chriſt died for us, and ſa- 

tislfied 
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' tisfied the law, that our title to glory is pur- 
chaſed, though we continue in a ſinful and 
careleſs courſe of life. © No, my friends —liſe 
and death are. ſet before you; chuſe you 
which you will, If the Lord be God, fol- 
low him; but if Baal, then follow him :— 
that is, if Chriſt be your God, and from him 
| you expett eternal life, you cannot fail to 
manifeſt the ſincerity and zeal of your faith, 
by a Haly and religious life; but if the con- 

trary, you will ſavour of the things of death, 
by doing the works of your father the devil. 
Chriſt has offered eternal life to thoſe only 
who diligently ſeek him to thoſe who turn 
from the ways of fin and Satan to ſerve the 
living God. Not that he reaps any honour 
or advantage by your beſt performances; for 
aſter you have done all, you are unprofitable 
feroants ; yet it is the will of your heavenly 
Father to be ſought for in the way and man- 
ner he has appointed. Seek, and ye ſhall 
find—knock, and it ſhall be opened.” Sure- 
ly the terms on which eternal life is offered 
are very eaſy ;—what more gracious than to 
aſk, and receive? what more [glorious than 

to be ranſomed from the flavery and bond- 

| age 
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age of eternal death, and be made 1 
of eternal life for his ways are ways of 
pleaſantneſs, and all his paths are peace—his 
yoke is eaſy, and his burden light—caſt 
therefore thy care upon him, for he careth 
for thee.” Conſider how dearly he pur- 
chaſed eternal life; read the tragic hiſtory 
of his ſufferings; and whilſt your ſoul be- 
wails the occaſion of his cruel death, let 
it animate your hearts with tranſporting 
gratitude !——Lay hold, therefore, on eter- 
nal life, whereunto- thou andy the whole 
poſterity of fallen Adam are called; but 
if you refuſe it, remember you have no 
other proſpect than eternal condemnation. 
Take blame and confuſion to your/elves on- 
ly, if at the great and ſolemn day of ac- 
counts, inſtead of being welcomed to life 
everlaſting, you are ſentenced to death eter- 
nal !—--And how will the recollection of 
having baſely rejected the kind offers of 
Heaven, ſting your conſciences, and aggra- 
vate your guilt ? And there are ſeaſons when 
it may be too late. The day of grace may 
be for ever paſt, and the ſentence of Hea- 
ven zrrevocably fed. It was too late for 
1 85 the 


intreating thee to accept it !— 


(7. 

the rich man to forewarn his brethren ; it 
was too late—alas !—to adviſe himſelf —the 
gates of eternal liſe were for ever ſhut againſt 
him. Embrace, therefore, the glorious 
offer, whilſt it is in the way; remember 
there is no repentance in the grave—that 
awful manſion !—where you and I are haſ- 
tening to: and when the cold hand of 
Death may bring the awful ſummons we 
cannot tell! Let us therefore accept to-day 
the free offer of eternal life, trough the 


merits of our Savtour—fo-morrow _ be too 
late ! 


| Behold now, therefore, the Lab of God 
-witneſs 
with aſtoniſhment the humility of God 
ſtanding at the door. of your heart to gain 
_ admittance, and hear him declare, © As I 
live, ſaith the Lord, I have no pleaſure 
in the death of a finner—I would not that 
one ſhould periſh, but that all ſhould come 
to everlaſting life.” See your God weeping 
over Jeruſalem, and declaring, how often 
he would have gathered them together, but 
We would N will you die, O houſe 
e _ 
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of Iſrael? come unto me all ye that labour, 
and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
reſt—for God ſo loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that whoſoever 
believed on kim ſhould not periſh, but have 
everlaſting le, and he that cometh unto me 
I will in nowiſe caſt out.” Are not theſe 
encouragements ? are not theſe invitations 
of the moſt kind and preſſing nature ?— 
Oh let it not be ſaid to you in the laſt day, 
that you would not go to him that you 
might have eternal life; let not all theſe 
| bleſſed invitations of Heaven, by being diſ- 
regarded, be turned into as many curſes.— 
Trample on, and abuſe no longer the ten- 
der mercies of your Redeemer—he longs to 
meet you as a Savour—embrace him with 


all your heart, and with all your might; for 


ſhould his love be turned into hatred, and 
inſtead of a Saviour he ſhould become a ler- 
rible Judge, how awful, how alarming would 
your ſituation be !—neither the rocks nor 
mountains could hide you from his fremen- 
dous frowns !—for he will judge the world in 
righteouſneſs. Seek, therefore, this immor- 
tal gift; the Redeemer has it to give. Be 

a 12 it 


-( us 
it your immediate concern faithfully to im- 
plore it, that he may Preſent you 9 


N before bis F ather. 


1 ſhall now finiſh this diſcourſe with __ 
| ent remarks. 


We are called on in the text, © to fight 
the good fight of faith, to lay hold on eter- 
nal life, whereunto thou art alſo called, and 
haſt profeſſed a good profeſſion before many 
witneſſes.” I truſt it has appeared to you, 
that not only Timothy, but ourſelves like- 
wiſe are equally called on, in our ſeveral 
Nations, to fight the good fight of faith, and 
lay hold on eternal life, whereunto it has 
pleaſed God, through Chriſt, to call us. 


When our Lord ſaid to his diſciples, © will 

ye alſo leave me?” they ſaid to him, © To 
whom ſhall we go, for thou haſt the words 
of eternal hife?” I have therefore endea- 
voured to ſhew how, or in what manner, 
we may obtain it, and have exhorted you 
to the ſame it remains now to make a 


few remarks on that part of my text which 
ſays, 


"Tn 
ſays, ©and haſt profeſſed a 0 profeſſion 
before many witneſſes. 


801 appeal to your conſciences whether 
you have not this morning made a ſolemn 
profeſſion, before many witneſſes, that you 
believed in God the Father Almighty, ma- 
ker of heaven and earth, and in Jeſus Chriſt, 
his only Son, our Lord; and that he ſitteth 
at the right-hand of God the Father Al- 
mighty, from thence he will come to judge 
the quick and the dead; and that you be- 
lieved in the Holy Ghoſt, the holy Catholic 
Church, the communion of ſaints, the for- 
giveneſs of ſins, the reſurrection of the bo- 
dy, and the life everlaſting.” | 


My brethren, theſe are good profeſſions ; 
and if uttered by the heart, as well as the 
tongue, we have indeed made a good pro- 
feſſion before many witneſſes ; but if not, 
tremble to utter that ſolemn mockery llt is 
not for me to ſay—to your own maſter you 
ftand or fall, Allow me to warn you, how- 
ever, and tell you, that though man is not 


privy. to your thoughts, the Almighty pe- 
I Y netrates 
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netrates the inmoſt receſſes of your ſoul; 
and to his all piercing eye, from whom no 
ſecrets are hid, do you lay yourſelves open 
when making this very /olemn profeſſion. 
J hope it will never be ſaid of you, that 
this people draweth nigh unto me with 
their lips, but their hearts are far from me.” 
And we are told, that many at the laſt day 
will ſay, Lord, Lord, have we not pro- 
pheſied in thy name, and done many other 
things,” to whom I will ſay, depart, I never 

knew you? judge for yourſelves, then; if 
out of the abundance of the heart the mouth 


ſpeaketh, happy, happy, are you, 


To guard againſt a conſtitutional fire in 
devotion, on the cne hand, and the cold 
ſormality of a Phariſee, on the other, is the 
concern of every ſober-minded profeſſor ; 
and I ſhould hope, that for the greater part 
of this congregation it is now my happi- 
neſs to be addreſſing ſuch ;—and whilſt 
preaching to you, I hope preaching to my- 
felf ; and recollecting the very ſolemn en- 
gagement and profeſſion lately made by me, 


before God, in this ſacred temple, and in 
the 


( 135 ) 
the preſence of many witneſſes, when about 
to receive the great commiſſion—* to go 


and preach the goſpel; - and though awful 
as that charge is, yet delightful too. 


While God alarms the indolent, the flat- 
tering, the unfaithful labourer, that at his 
hands he will require the blood of thoſe 
who are loſt—of thoſe ſheep whom he failed 
to feed—of thoſe who were in carnal ſecu- 
. rity—becauſe he ſounded not the trumpet, 
nor warned them to make ready for the 
battle of the Lord !—woe to theſe ſhep- 
herds, woe to thoſe who have ſhunned to 
declare the whole counſel of God:; but to 
thoſe who have not been aſhamed of the 
goſpel of Chriſt—who will ſpeak in their 
great Maſter's name to the conſciences of 
men, whether they will hear, or whether 
they will forbear—who are neither awed 
by the great, nor flattered by the poor— 
who are walking worthy of their vocation 
and high profeſſion, redeeming the time, 
and winning ſouls to Chriſlt—to ſuch God 

has given the higheſt honour, and has pro- 


miſed his continual ſupport in all their difh- 
5 14 Culties, 


' CW 
culties, whether from the world, the fleſh, 
or the devil. And ſince they are particu- 
larly expoſed to theſe trials, it very much 
becomes you, my brethren, to offer up your. 
moſt fervent prayers to Heaven, that God 
would ſupport them, and make uſeful their 
labours ; and be it your duty to adminiſter, 
all that you can, both to their ſpiritual 
and temporal comfort. May they give you 
the faithful alarm, and may you liften to 
it as the voice of eternity; ſo that when 
it ſhall pleaſe the Almighty to call both to 
an account, and face to face, they may 
ſtand clear from your blood, and meet you 
in judgment, not in ſorrow, but with joy. 


Now to God, &c. 
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ST. Jonn, chap. xix. part of ver. 30. 


Ii is finiſhed! 


WE are called upon this day very ſeri- 
ouſly to contemplate on the cruel ſufferings 
of incarnate Deity, when he died upon the 

crols for the ſins of a rebellious world. 


The circumſtances of his death are fo 
clearly atteſted by ſuch a cloud of witneſſes, 
both ſacred and profane, that any attempt 
to enforce the reality of them, by offering 
to produce, on this occaſion, any new argu- 
ment, or teſtimony, for their ſupport, would 
ſhew in myſelf much abſurdity, and betray 
in me unbecoming doubts, both of the wil- 
dom, and even common principles of be- 


OO? in the eee I am addreſſing. 
Preſuming, 
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Preſuming, therefore, that the hiſtory 
and crucifixion of our Saviour are truths 
beyond all poſſibility of doubt, and croud- 
ed with more nd: tputable, decifive,- and in- 
fallible teſtimony, than it is poſſible can fall 
to the ſhare or ſupport of any truth that has 
already happened in this world, or ever can 
happen, I ſhall now endeavour to ſpeak to 
you on the important words of our great Me- 
_ diator, It is finiſhed !”—a ſentence ſo truly 
big with every meaning that can aſtoniſh 
and pierce the heart of man, makes it our 
particular intereſt at this time to conſider - 
the occaſion of has death, and the ci rcunftan- 
Ces attending it, 


And firſt, to ew! you the occaſion or 
cauſe of his death in brief words, or even 
geſture—look on yourſelves ; it was our fins 
that pierced him to the tree !—The fins en- 
tailed on us by our fallen parents alone call-- 
ed for innocent lot! In the day thou eat- 
eſt thereof, thou ſhalt ſurely die -e did 
eat ; and the fatal ſentence had been ſurely 
exerciſed, had not the glorious promiſe, 


* that the ſeed of the woman ſhould bruiſe 
the 
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the ſerpent's head,” appeaſed the inſulted 
juſtice of Heaven, and ſo reſcued a world 
from death moſt bitter—from death eternal! 
Land from that moment, till the coming of 
our Saviour, has that promiſe been kept 
alive by types and ſhadows ; the ſcaffolding 
has been guardedly kept up, * the n 
building was completed 


Moſes, in the ;nfltaden of dealt 
where the paſchal lamb was to be ſlain, 
had an immediate reference to the divine 
ſacrifice. When the brazen ſerpent was 
ſet up in the wilderneſs, and whoſoever had 
been bitten by a ſerpent, and only looked 
at the ſerpent of braſs, lived, was expreſsly 
_ figurative that the Son of Man ſhould be 

lifted on the croſs ; and whoſoever looked 
on him ſhould live alſo. The many ſacri- 
fices for ſin, proclaimed that without ſhed- 
ding of or there v was no remiſſion, | 


The great type, however, was the day of 
expiation and atonement, enjoined by God, 
under a great penalty, and obſerved with 
exactneſs, both by the high-prieſt and peo- 
ple. 


ple. It was on this day alone that the high- 
prieſt went by himſelf into the Holy of Ho- 
lies; and beſides the propitiation he'was to 
make for himſelf and his houſe, he made an 
| atonement for the people by two kids of the 
goats for a ſin- offering, which he preſented 

before the Lord at the door of the taber- 
nacle. Indeed, there is one regular chain 
of events throughout the Old Teſtament, 
which prefigure Chriſt as the redeemer of 
mankind from their ſins. The prophet 
Iſaiah repreſents the Meſſiah that was to 
come, as a man of ſorrows, and acquainted 
with grief; oppreſſed and afflicted, wound- 
ed and bruiſed, and cut off out of the land 
of the living; that he was numbered with 
the tranſgreſſors ——The prophet Zachary 
foretells even the price for which he was 
betrayed, thirty pieces of filver; and that 
they ſhould look on him whom they pierced; 
—and the prophet David, that they ſhould 
| Pierce his hands and feet !—Sin, and fin on- 

ly, was the occaſion of the great Redeemer 
viſiting this world. His whole life, from 
the manger even to the croſs, was a pilgri- 
| may of forrow and diſtreſs; he was often 


e 
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| ſeen to weep, but never ſmile ; it was in oc- 
 cafioned both ;—and, after living in poverty 
and contempt—though. hourly and. every 
moment exerciſing himſelf in doing good, 
either to the mind or body, he was at laſt 
put to a cruel death, to deliver us from the 
wrath to come, and to ſecure our eternal 
redemption. 


But, do you enquire: how juſtice can be 
ſatisfied in the death of the innocent for 
the guilty ?—recolle& that our offence was 
infinite, and nothing but an infinite being 
could atone. Perfection was required of 
the beaſts ſet apart for ſacrifice ; and as they 
ſuffered for thoſe ſins they never could 
poſſibly commit, it clearly proves that inno- 
cence was required in the victims ;—and 
ſuch were to be repreſentatives of an inno- 
cent perſon—even the Lamb of God, with- 
out ſpot, and without blemiſn. We may 
exchange riches for poverty liberty for ſla- 
very and endure danger and hardſhips, for 
others to enjoy ſafety and tranquillity. 


It is truly not the policy or intereſt of our 
ſelfiſh nature thus to do, and much leſs to 
| Fel 


4 8 
yield our own lives as a ranſom for others ; 
but, nevertheleſs; where-ever ſuch a noble, 
magnanimous ſoul exiſted, whocould refrain 
to admire, to adore it! | 


| Beſides, if it were unjuſt that an innocent 
perſon ſhould ſuffer for the guilty, the very 
idea of a ſacrifice would be quite deſtroyed ; 
which requires that the innocent ſhould 
ſuffer for the guilty—and ſuch we behold in 
the Son of God !—and hence introduce the 
Saviour of the world as betrayed, con- 
demned, and crucified, —See, then, the baſe 
traitor Judas betraying into the hands of 
murderers his dear maſter, for the paltry 
| bribe of thirty pieces of ſilver To hear of 
ſuch vile treachery from a diſciple, and a 
profeſſed friend, is inſupportable ! — our 
nature ſeems frantic with diſguſt !——He 
did not come like an ohen enemy, but bor- 
rowed the token of love; and in kiſſing 
him, betrayed him His other diſciple, 
Peter, denied him; and in his great diſtreſs _ 
the reſt forſook him, when they ſhould 
have been adminiſtering comfort to their 
dying maſter, now in the hands of a merci- 
8 leſs, 


( 145 ) 


leſs, godleſs rabble, who, with inſulting 
wantonneſs and contempt, ſpit on the God 
of glory—buffet him, and ſtrike him 
Hence he 1s carried before the Roman go- 
vernor, bound as a culprit—before him he 
is accuſed by the chief prieſts of many 
things—and yet how much favour our Sa- 
viour found, and juſtice too, in a Gentile 
heathen! — how much ſeverity and infa- 
mous barbarity in the high prieſts of his 
own order and nation! | 


The Roman governor heard all the 
ſtrained, falſe accuſations againſt Jeſus ; 
and though the Deity could inſtantly have 
cleared himſelf, and with one breath have 
ſilenced a world of foes, yet he does not 
defend himſelf, but remains, as it were, pal- 
five, —Pilate ſaw his innocence; he felt his 
innocence; and declared, repeatedly, that he 
found no fault with him :—but the rabble 
_ cried out the more; it increaſed their bloody 
rage; when they ſaw truth and equity in 
the countenance of the governor, they then 
cried out vehemently, Crucify him. In vain 
did Pilate aſk, Why ?—what evil hath he 
| K done? 
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done? He baffled them there; for none 
could be found. But he was frightened by 
their clamour, leſt they ſhould accuſe him 
before the Emperor Tiberius as a traitor, 
and falſe to his truſt, ſhould he let the Savi- 
our go.—So the fury, the terror of the peo- 
ple prevailed on Pilate to free a murderer— 
and deliver up the Son of God! 


Watch him in the garden praying his 
ſoul weary with ſorrow, even unto death! 
Tee him betrayed, and the inſulting uſage of 
an unfeeling mob! And. now witneſs the 
laſt tragical, affecting ſcene, only becauſe 

he declared himſelf to be the Son of God 
They firſt torture him with whips be- 
fore they crucify him !—a cuſtom among 
the Jews—and now they again deride and 
mock him; they put a ſcarlet robe on him, 
a crown of thorns on his head, and a reed 
in his right-hand—all to burleſque him 
as king of the Jews; and, after exerciſing 
every poſlible ridicule of this ſort, they pull 
off thoſe garments, and put on his own; 
and then compell him to carry, faint as he 

muſt have been, a heavy croſs to the place 


" 
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of execution, aſſiſted by one Simon, a Cy- 
renian.— A great number of people follow- 

ed him, and many bewailed him.——When 
they. arrived at Calvary, or Golgotha, both 
of the ſame ſignification, they offered him 
the bitter refreſhment of vinegar mixed with 
gall, ſtill to inſult him more And now - 
the horrid puniſhment increaſes—enough 
he felt before—He is condemned to die up- 


on the croſs; a Roman puniſhment, diſtin- 


guiſhed for its exquiſite pain and ignominy, 
and which afterwards, when Roman «mpe- 
rors became Chriſtians, was forbidden, out 
ol due and pious reſpect to the manner of 
our Saviour's death. 


It is deſcribed by writers, that a piece of 
wood was erected, which was croſſed with a 
bar on the top; the body of the perſon faſ- 
tened to the main piece of wood, the arms 

extended and nailed to the croſs bar, and 
the hands and feet likewiſe nailed. Thus 
was the dear Immanuel fixed. See the ten- 
der Saviour pierced with nails in thoſe parts 
of his body which are ſo very nervous, and 


ſo ſuſceptible of torture, and yet delaying 
K 2 death! 
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death !—Bitter cup indeed he drank before; 
well might he pray his Father if it were 
poſſible to paſs it from him. Here he is 
left racking, and weltering in his blood 
none to pity, none to condole him; but all 
reviling even a thief who ſuffered with him. 
Alas! dr keen muſt have been his torture! 
| —how acute his pangs Picture to your- 
ſelves the affecting exhibition—what will 
you think of ſweating great drops of blood 
with pain ?—ſee the mangled Deity worried 
thus to death, till human nature ſunk down 
beyond deſcription !—gored thus barbarouſ- 
ly, he groans in the ſevereſt moment, Eli, 
Eli, lama ſabachthani?“ hiding as it were 
his omnipotence, and as a human being in 
excruciating agony, ſaying, © My God, my 
God, why haſt thou forſaken me?“ And 
at this time they either underſtand him 

not, or in the agonies of diſſolution wiſh 
to diſtreſs him, by calling for Elias, ſaying, 
«Let us ſee whether Elias will come to 
ſave, if it were poſlible, this pitiable ſpec- 
tacle of ſad miſery, lingering a death of 
complicated injuſtice, and ſavage barba- 


rity,” The Saviour in this moment feels 
” all 
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all nature drooping, and ſays, or rather 
ſighs, ©I thirſt.” They then filled a ſpunge 
with vinegar, and when Jeſus had received 
it, he ſaid, © It is finiſhed land bowed his 
head, (expreſſive of his obedience to death) 
and gave up the ghoſt.” 5 


Thus ended the human nature of this di- 
vine and glorious character the melan- 
choly account here ends Shall fictious 
tales command the heart to weep ? and ſhall 
not the doleful narrative of ſuch unre- 
lenting cruelty to our greateſt friend com- 
mand a deluge of genuine tears to flow ?— 
they well become a feeling grateful mind. 
The heart bleeds, and almoſt refuſes 
comfort, the ſoul chills with horror, all 
nature ſeems aghaſt, to ſee a God thus de- 
rided !—a Saviour thus murdered ! No 


reſentment, no harſh language is heard; 
he yielded to the arms of death without 
murmuring, and in the laſt energic pangs he 
prayed for the authors of his murder, ſaying, 
Father, forgive them, for they know not 
what they do!” 


K * This 


( 16600 


This is the great character whoſe funeral 
ſufferings you commemorate this day; and 
the only cordial your oppreſſed and ſorrow- 
ful minds can accept, is the dying language 
of Calvary, © that it is fimſhed.” The great 
_ errand of ſalvation is done; malice is now 
filent, and death has fimiſhed cruelty—all is 
finiſhed, ; 


Gracious glorious news from our cruci- 
fied God !—the pains of hell were laid up- 
on him, and by his ſtripes we are healed. — 
& It is finiſhed !'—The atonement is ſettled 
and accepted, and we are called upon to 
work out our ſalvatiqn with fear and trem- 
bling. He has freed us from the tyranny 
of the law, and directed our footſteps to 
Canaan's ground. Let us walk therein, and 
not crucify him afreſh, by continuing in 
our ſins- He trode the wine-preſs alone, 
and none was with him, 


The dying language of Calvary is, It is 
finiſhed !''——our exiſtence this morning 
proves it——all nature wears the richneſs 
ol his blood! 


The 
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The joy of heaven is, that it is finiſhed! 
Allet us then, as ſinners, and commemorat- 
Ing the ſalvation offered to ſinners through 
Chriſt, of which theſe ſacred elements are 
his humble and appointed repreſentatives, 
ſhew that we have love and gratitude to 
celebrate the memory of our divine Maſter, 
which the night before his death he conſe- 
crated in the ſacrament of his ſupper, by 

which we obtain remiſſion of fins, and all 
other benefits of his death and paſſion, _ 


Now to God, &c, 
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SERM ON IX. 


*ST, JOHN, Chap, xi. ver. 25. 


Jeſus ſaid unto her, J am the reſurrection and the 
life; „e that believeth in me, though he were 
dead, yet ſhall he live. 


| TEE deſign of this chapter 1s to ſhew us 
God's power in ordering every thing for 
the beſt, to teach us reſignation to the Di- 
vine will, to conſole us in our ſorrows here, 
and animate us in the views of eternity. 


Lazarus, we find, had been ſick at Betha- 
ny; his ſiſters Mary and Martha, tenderly 
feeling for the ſafety of their brother, on 
this occaſion apply to our Saviour, (who was 
not many miles diſtant from the town) and 
* to him, © Lord, behold he whom thou 

loveſt 
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loveſt is ſick.” And though we find that 
Jeſus much loved both fiſters and brother, 
yet he continues at leaſt two days in the 
place where he was, before this omnipotent 
phyſician makes any talk of going to the 
relief of his favourite Lazarus ; and yet his 
diſciples diſcourage him from going at all, 
on account of the malicious Jews watching 
every opportunity to kill him. He firſt 
confutes Meir objections, and then . purpoſes 
going to wake his friend Lazarus, whom our 
Lord at that time well knew was dead, 
though he calls it ſleeping ; and when Jeſus 
arrived, Lazarus had already lain zn the 

grave four days. Martha pathetically ad- 
' dreſſes her Saviour, by ſaying, © Lord, if 
Zhou hadſt been here, my brother had not 
died; but yet fearing to aſk, and trembling 
with hope to receive an immediate exertion 
of power, by re-animating her darling bro- 
ther, with zeal and humility ſhe thus far 
ventures to betray the ſecret paniings of her 
foul, and ſays, but I know, that even now, 
whatſoever thou wilt aſk of God, God will 
give it thee.” Jeſus ſaid, thy brother ſhall 


rife again,” Martha ſaid, I know he ſhall 
riſe 


E 


riſe again in the reſurrection at the laſt day. 

Jeſus ſaid, I am the reſurrection, and the 
life.” Our Lord does not chide the natural 
diſtreſs of Martha; he well knew the im- 
port of her language, and what heart-felt 
wiſhes were couched in every phraſe, He 
does not rebuke her now, though ſuch faith- 
leſs importunity would ill become her on 
any other occafion. The divine Parent ſaw 
the genuine tears of grief, he heard the fre- 
mulous tongue of ſorrow, and beheld the 
pale cheeks of ſharp diſtreſs. The lovely 
compaſſionate God, who ſo often wept 
himſelf, feels for the troubles of Lazarus's 
diſconſolate ſiſters ; - he feels tenderly for 
all tribulations; and perhaps none more 
cutting, none which more derange and af- 
fe& our frame, than the loſs of our beloved 
friends lit pierces the heart, it conquers 
philoſophy, it ſteals from all a tear, and 
commands the moſt heroic bitterly to be- 
wail It is the aſſurance only of meeting 
one day again, that keeps the mind in order 
from ſadneſs, melancholy, and deſpair. — 
We ſhall riſe again tis is joy.—Never to 
meet again, how inſupportable !—you can- 
| not 
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not endure the thought What! never more 
to ſee that lovely form, never again to hear 
that winning tongue, never more to witneſs 
the thouſand charms of my only, my beſt, 
my deareſt friend human nature ſtands 
appalled—ſhe cannot bear it But when 
the ſoul is encouraged to look beyond the 
gloomy confines of the grave, how noble, 
how cordial is the proſpect ! 


It is Chriſt then only can be your theme, 
and friend. He is the reſurrection and the 
life; and he that believeth in him, though he 
were dead, yet ſhall he live. — He is the re- 
ſurrection and the life — and however ſtrange 
it may appear to our degraded reaſon, yet 
certain is the truth that we muſt riſe again; 
they that have done good, unto the re- 
ſurrection of life and they that have done 
evil, unto the reſurrection of condemnation.“ 
So that there are two reſurrections ſcripture 

poſitively aſſures us the one to glory, the 
other to miſery. True it is, our limited wiſ- 
dom ſtaggers; — it cannot account how the 
ſcattered atoms of ſo many millions, and of 
ſo many nations, heaped and intermixed 

| one 
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one with another fince the creation of the 
world, ſhall, in a moment, as it were, be 
compact and re- united human ſagacity 
cannot fathom /o ſublime a fact, — but ſhall 
ve, becauſe unequal to ſo great a truth, pre- 
ſume to deny it?—This were unphloſophical 
and impious indeed! 


To go no further than moral enquiries, 
how are the moſt inquiſitive geniuſes puzzled 
and defeated? To give reaſons how ſoul 
and body are connected, and by what laws 
they preſerve their union, defies the proud- 
eſt ſtretch of letters. If then the realities 
we experience thus challenge and aſtoniſh 
every enquiry, it ſhould ſerve to temper our 
minds for greater truths, and deck our 
language with modeſty. Cannot he who 
reared the frame at firſt, place it together 
again? and like the deſolation of winter in 
the garden and the field, when the God of 
nature commands both to bgxeclothed with 
verdure, when he orders thè barren trees ta 
recruit their vigour and bloom forth again; 
cannot the ſame God of creation order our 
fallen frame to riſe again, and become re- 
| animated ? 
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animated ?—Had not he power, when his 
human nature ſlept in the arms of death, to 
exerciſe his divine nature, and order a glo- 
rious reſurrection to himſelf ?—Did not he, 
in the fight of the people, ſay to him who 
had been putrifying in his grave, and with 
a loud voice, © Lazarus, come forth and 
he that was dead came forth, bound hand 
and foot with grave cloaths ?”—If then theſe 
be admitted as indiſputable facts, why can- 
not the ſame Almighty Fiat hereafter ſay to 
your 195 0 duſt, Come forth: ? 


St. Paul, in his very cloſe and eloquent 
reaſoning to the Corinthians on the reſur- 
rection of the dead, offers very many inſu- 
perable arguments for it; nay, he goes ſo 
far as to ſay, that if there be no reſurrection 
of the dead, then is Chriſt not riſen. The 
apoſtle had already laid a good foundation, 
proving by infallible and plentiful teſtimo- 
ny the reſurrection of Chriſt, from thoſe 
who had perſonally ſeen him riſe from the 
dead. He particularly levelled his remarks 
to ſome in that church who diſputed the 
reſurrection; either the Sadduces, or ſome 


of 
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of the Phariſees, who denied the reſurrec- 
tion of Chriftians; or to ſome of thoſe 
who were ſuppoſed to be tinctured with 
the doQrines of Pagan philoſophy ;—how- 
ever, the reaſoning of this inſpired preacher; 
in the 15th chapter of his firſt epiftle to 
the Corinthians, well deſerves your particu- 
lar attention and admiration. And Chriſt 
here declares himſelf to Martha, faying, We L 

am the A Torr ME and 2 e life,” 


Martha bel ieved that there wonld abe a ge- 
Per reſurrection from the dead at the laſt 
day, by the mighty power of God; but ſhe 
did not appear ſenſible what influence Chre/t 

had upon this reſurrection; how the raiſing 
of the dead ſhould be the peculiar work of 
him; ſhe is, therefore, further inflyufted ;—- 
and our Lord emphatically declares, that 
he is the reſurrection and the life.—/ am the 
reſurrection - means no more than I am, and 
ſhall be, the principal cauſe of the reſurrec- 
tion; for the effect is here, as in many other 
parts of ſcripture, put for the cauſe—® The 
dead ſhall hear the voice of the Son of God,” 


Our Lord * that he is the /zfe alſo; 
L that 
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chat is, the cauſe of liſe; both what the 


dead ſhall have in reſurrection, and alſo chat 
eternal 4 life which ſhall follow after; and 


whoſoever relies upon. me, and committeth 


himſelf ſoul and body—* he that believeth 
in me, and my word, though he were * 


Yd ſhall he live,” 


} 


_— 33 how contials is this ie 
5 faith in Chriſt, believe in him, and, 


though dead, yet you ſhall live What! 
after ſleeping a few moments in our native 


bed the duſt, to riſe again, and die no more, 
but live for ever !—how does it tranſport the 


| ſoul with joy the pulſe beats high with ex- 
peRtation, o and ſeems to anticipate the lovely 


time, when this earthly tabernacle ſhall be 
diſſolved—when this aching, diſtracted, tor- 
mented frame, forgetting ſorrow, ſhall ſlum- 
ber in the grave, and the happy ſpirit live in 
ceaſeleſs happineſs with her Redeemer and 
her life. To live, is Chriſt—to die, is gain,” 

What though this. outward frame periſh, 
yet her nobler inhabitant ſhall rejoice.— 


Sooner, or later, all muſt go, I mean to the 
grave... Had we ſeen none die, the pride of 
Wn # " N * 3 our 
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our nature might ſeem to diſpute the point; 
but it is the irreverſible decree, however de- 

grading to her, Duſt thou art, and unto duſt 
thou muſt return.” We are only lodgers in 
this world ; ſome a few hours, ſome a few 
nights, ſome a few months, and ſome a few 
years; but make an eſtimate of thoſe two 
or three who live to an-advanced age, and 
the millions who die before, the average 
and allotment of lives, reduce our time 
here to a ſmall portion indeed; it is like a 
tale that is told, ſo ſoon paſſerh it away, 
"di we are gone. 

Conlider alſo, * the g may be more 
than half run out; and ſuppoſe that we are 
ſure (which, God knows, none are) of living 
theother few years, dedutt from thoſe the time 
employed in reſt, and other refreſhments of 
body, beſides the interruption of diſeaſe, 
and other calamities, how few are the mo- 
ments left to dedicate to the ſolemn enqui- 

ries of a ceaſeleſs eternity ? Would to God 
that theſe chings were nen laid to heart! 


1 | We 
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We muſt die, and that very ſoon; and a 
reſurrection either to the juſt, or unjuſt. 
The awful difference ſpare me the pain of 
now alarming you with. May God direct 
us in chuſing tkzs moment, and in good ear- 
neſt, that which will comfort us here, and 
glorify us hereafter; and never mind the 
bitter tears of parting, you only part to meet 
again to have a glorious welcome above: 
Think not that when theſe feeble eyes are 
cloſed, and the tongue no longer ſpeaks, that 
all is over no-if you believe in Chriſt, 
though dead, you will live- you will live 
triumphing o'er the grave and death; and 
your ſoul, incapable then of ſorrow, will for 
ever chaunt forth the goodnels of your God. 


Let us then often meditate on thefe happy 
truths:—to familiarize. ourſelves with the 
contemplations of death makes its arrival 
leſs unwelcome :—not to think of it all, makes 
that monarch's viſit extremely bitter, and 
ſadly awful! | 197 


God knows that daily examples are not 
wanting to tell us we are mortal, and ſoon 
our ſelves 
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ourſelves muſt die May we then covet 
ſo to live, that we may die the death of the 
righteous, and that our laſt end may be like 
his.—And ſuch we doubt not is the glorious 
privilege of our departed ſiſter, whoſe me- 
mory we now ſolemnize, and are here aſ- 
ſembled to pay our laſt tribute to departed 
worth! | 


Her life and endearing manners were the 
beſt proofs of the goodneſs of her mind. — 
The cauſe of God appears to have been the 
ſubje& of her zealous attention ; and thus 
ſhe is now enjoying her glorious reward.— 
Her benevolent works of charity to her 
diſtreſſed fellow-creatures have followed her, 
and now are returned tenfold into her own 
| boſom. May God raiſe up more ſuch - 
generous benefattors to the poor! 


Her affectionate virtues in the relative 
offices of wife and mother, I dare not touch 
upon !—A repreſentation of them will ill 
ſuit the mournful feelings of ſome who are 
now preſent. The realitzes are yet too freſh 
in their memories, and in the attempt of 

L 3 drawing 
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drawing her amiable character throughout, 
your troubled minds would but ſurvey the 
tomb with more acute regret ; and thus, in- 
ſtead of healing, I ſhould provoke that ga- 
thering tear to ſtart; but for once take Chriſ- 
tian reſolution, and check its natural zeſt,— 
She is not dead, but ſleepeth no longer 
ſenſible, it is true, of the clamour or the 
pains of this tranſitory life ; but enjoying 
eternal ſerenity and joy in heaven, Take 
comfort then—ſhe is only gone before, and 
we are following with winged ſbced. May 
we, then, ſo deport ourſelves, as not be de- 
nied a happy meeting. May we believe in 
God, and his gracious diſpenſations, and 
though dead, we ſhall live!—no more to 
hart, but live together in a glorious eter- 
nity !——And thus ſhall we be enabled to 
addreſs the great terrible of all terribles, 
and ſay to him as did the great apoſtle, 
* O Death, where is thy ſling? O Grave, 
where 1 is thy victory ? 


Now to God, &c. 


A 


PREACHED AT 
FITZROY CHAPEC L, 


On the 5th of NO EMBER. 


reps ip —— 
— pee 


an. 4» ve 


6 


— 2 
” * * 2 — — 


SERMON KX. 


Ron As, Chap. viii. ver. 31. 


7 God be for us, who can be againſt us? 


TRE apoſtle, in the previous verſes, has 
been ably ſetting forth the terms and man- 
ner in which we are made free from condem- 
nation, and juſtified before God. This in- 
ſpired theologiſt forcibly aſſerts the pre- 
knowledge of God in our various appoint- 
ments to glory; and, indeed, it were ex- 
tremely impious if we attempted to deny it; 
for as the holy writer ſays, © Whom he did 
predeſtinate, them he alſo called; and whom 
he called, them he alſo juſtzfied; and whom he 
juſtified, them he alſo glorified. And what, 
ſays he, ſhall we ſay then to theſe things ?— 
If God be for us, who can be againſt us? 

: One 


( 10 ) 


One might here very properly dwell on 
the import of the previous text, and unload 
it a little from the falſe imputations and con- 
cluſions which weak heads, and bad hearts, 
are reſtleſs to deduce from it; but God is 
true, and every man a har. We all muſt 
allow his omniſcience, and that his ways are 
in the deep. We cannot impair the attri- 
butes of God, and deny what he demands. 
We muſt not give way to deſpair on the one 
hand, nor preſumption on the other. Chriſ- 
tianity 1s a, regular chain, and one link miſ- 
placed deranges the whole; —ſo one verſe of 
ſcripture, either miſrepreſented or miſun- 
derſtood, unharmonizes its whole order, 
ſymmetry, and beauty. Let us reſt aſſured 
of this unerring truth, that whoever ſeeks 
earneſtly God's mercy, will never miſs it. 
Thus ſpeaks the whole genius of revelation. 
It is the declaration of God himſelf, and it 
is the conſolation of his creatures ;—with- 
out it, it were miſery altogether. 


If God be for us, who then can be againſt | 
us ?—— What on earth can ?—Nothing.— 


Our moſt ſpitefu} foes loſe their ſpleen— 


our 
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dur moſt formidable enemies loſe their power. 
— Who, ſays the apoſtle, ſhall ſeparate us 
from the love of Chriſt ? ſhall tribulation, 
diſtreſs, perſecution, famine, nakedneſs, or 
the ſword?—no! all are vain and contemp- 
tible. g 


It is true, we may feel the pangs of ſor- 
row in its thouſand forms; ſin itſelf, by 
ruffian force, may ecliple for a moment 
the ſplendor of even God's ele&, and, as 
it were, by a ſudden blow, convulſe the 
ſprings of religion, and of virtue too; yet 
true faith returns weeping to her God, the 
center of all her attractions. Though tears 
may trickle down the ſaddened face, and 
for a moment darken every hope, yet pre- 
ſently the immortal ſpark within rekndles, 
beautifies, and conſoles the dejected mind! 
—The Chriſtian is an hero Ia dauntlefs 
warrior /—A thouſand petty ſtates attack 
him from within and without ; but though 
they may haraſs him à little, yet to conquer 
him it is impoſſible. Here the ſoldier who. 
is enliſted under Chriſt's heavenly banner 
nobly heftors | „If God, ſays he, be for 


us, 
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us, who can be againſt us?” He ſpeaks to 
his enemy as David did to Goliah— What 
though thou comeſt againſt me with a ſword 


and ſpear, yet I come —_— thee in the 
name of the Lord!" | 


He that made the world, and wields it 
with his finger, is the Chriſtian's protector. 
If ſuch ſubmit themſelves and their cauſe in- 
to his hands, nothing can hurt them—no 
weapon formed againſt them can proſper. 
If the dagger of death be in a moment point- 
ed to their breaſt, it is he only, it is his pro- 
vidence which ſtops its baſe deſign, and fays, 
* hitherto ſhalt thou go, and no further.” 


The God of Shadrach, Meſhach, and 
Abed-nego, there 2s no God like unto him. 
He that preſerved Daniel from the ferocity 
of lions, has alſo preſerved us. The revo- 
lution of this day informs us feelingly, that 
God was on our fide, God truly was for 
+ us, and our barbarous enemies could not 

effect their wicked deſigns. What but an 
Almighty power preſerved a whole king- 


dom from becoming, in one moment, mi- 
ſerable 
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ſerable victims to the cruelty of godleſs 
ambition ?—an iniquity which no age has 
equalled, and which every future one muſt 
read with horror. Infamous muſt that cauſe 
be indeed, which calls fire and faggot to its 

ſupport; which is nouriſhed by ſlaughter, 
and fed by blood !—but we will not diſtreſs 
our recollection with the ſhocking maſſacres 
in Ireland, or pierce your very fouls with 
the unheard-of cruelties in Smithfield. Thoſe 
dying martyrs, while humanity commands a 
tear for outward torture, Chriſtianity wipes 
it away—they now are happy !— Nothing 
but God could have fo nobly ſupported them 
to the inglorious ſtake !—every ſhriek they 
gave will riſe up in fierce judgment n 
teſt hateful murderers, 


That men could, as * theſe miſcreants, 
determine on ſuch complicated cruelty, 
ſeems almoſt incredible; — but true is that 
divine declaration, He that diggeth a pit 
ſhall fall therein; - the very plot that was ſo 
baſely planned for the ruin both of church 
and ſtate, not only ſerved to expoſe their 
obloquy, but weakened their own cauſe; for 
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it is remarkable, that perſecution at all times 
is a-very bad remedy againſt errors, and 
particularly * n which are called * 
an 


There is uſually a mall dal popu⸗- 
lar ſympathy given to all thoſe who are op- 
preſſed, and in miſery; merely on account of 
opinion, which gradually cements affection, 
and ſometimes a likeneſs of ſentiment. He 
who injures another becauſe he differs from 
him, gives the world juſt grounds of ſuſpi- 
cion, that ſeverity and cruelty are the only 
advocates to ſupport his caufe, and the only 
weapons to fight his unprincipled battle. 


The tares and the wheat, our Lord ſays, 
muſt grow together till harveſt; let no man, 
therefore, dare by any violence, and thro' an 
intoxicated zeal, to pluck up even the tares, 
leſt, as a fallible being himſelf, he chance 
to root up the wheat alſo. Beſides, the gol- 
pel of our Saviour every where teaches its 

followers to endure, but not to inflict per- 
ſecutions. The bleſſed Author of it, on be- 
ing urged to revenge himſelf upon a com- 
EX aa 4 
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pany of rude ſchiſmatics, ſolemnly declares, 
that he came not to deſtroy; men's lives, 
but to ſave them.“ Chriſtianity, requires 
not the aid of worldly policy, or power, to 
recommend it; no! it has vanquiſhed the ig- 
norance and prejudice of mankind, by its 
own native excellence, and attractive purity. 
Had it been proclaimed by the mouth of 
the cannon, or terribly pointed out to us by 
the glittering blades of death, thirſty to reek 
themſelves in human blood, the Alcoran it- 
| ſelf might have claimed a ſuperiority ; but 
Chriſtianity atchieved its conqueſt. by me: 
thods quite the reverſe of theſe ; it fought a 
glorious battle againſt a world of foes, and 
gained a bleſſed victory without ſcrip or 
ſword :—for, as God was for 1 it, who could 
WP <8OY 5 575 | 


And can we commemorate this toy with, 
cout the moſt grateful recollection God was 

indeed powerfully on our ſide, and the wick- 
ed plots of thoſe againſt us were baulked.— 
May ſo gracious an interpoſition of divine 
mercy direct us, in good earneſt, to ſeek ſo 
powerful a friend on every occaſion ; for 
| human 


—_ 


. efforts, however wiſely planned, will 
ever fail in their deſired effect, unleſs we look 
up to God, the great author, and implore 
his bleſſing. | Paul may plant, and Apollos 
may water, but it is Godalone that giveth the 
incredſeUleſ the Lord guard the city, the 
watchman waketh but in vain— The horſe 
is prepared againſt the day of battle, but 
ſafety is of the Lord. — And though the 
poiſonous venom of papal power and prin- 
ciple eannot at preſent ſhew its teeth, yet 
What ſhall hinder that combuſtible, that alarm- 
ing matter from re-ſuppurating, and once 
more burſting forth ?P—For the principles 
of the Romiſh Church are the ſame—her 
| documents the ſame—and-human nature 
is the ſame but thanks be to God that 
opportunity is not the ſame !—for where 
pride is to be intereſted, or ambition gra- 
_ the ſecret language with too many 
like the huſbandmen in the goſpel, 
* 105 us kill him, that the inheritance may 
be ours; let us wade through all, —ſet 
every feeling that ought to dignify our na- 
ture at defiance, and with daring effrontery 
—_ at and inſult the nobleſt ſentiments of 


humanity, 


*. 
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humanity, of virtue, and of juſtice Such 
ambition is ſo paltry, that what can you 
mention too mean for its attention, if for 
its gratsfication ? it will cringe to the dung- 
hill, or it will dragoon the palace ; it will 
ſacrifice a friend, a family, a kingdom, if 
ſhe can but hector with ignominious tri 
umph. To taſte the poiſoned hateful ho- 
ney, ambition will ſuck it from the moſt 
painful thorn— from her fawning ſmiles— 
adulation, and homage as your vaſlal, your 
ſervant, your ſlave, your friend, your mar- 
tyr, your any thing—Nurſe but her wiſhes, 
cheriſh . but her hopes, and like the viper 
ſhe will corroſively ſting the very boſom 
which gave her heat. If the brilliancy of 
Virtue in her moſt delightful attire—if the 
bleeding tears of grief and humanity melt- 
ing through every pore, and piercing 
every ſenſe—if religion, gemmed round 
with all the dazzling enchanting ſtars of the 
pureſt heaven, ſhould ſtand gazing one mo- 
ment with ſilent horror at the unrelenting. 
havock of pride and ambition, even on 
theſe they would glut their inglorious re- 


venge !-—In fact, where theſe have been, 


(> 


what have they not done ?—They have 
ſtained with innocent blood the ſacred pages, 
and have ſtamped indelible turpitude and 
cruelty on the leaves of human hiſtory.— 
Let us, then, fervently implore God's mer- 
cy, for ever to bind in chains of adamant 
theſe furious beaſts; for what but pride and 
ambition, hand in hand, occaſioned the hor- 
rid intentions which, by the mercy of God, 
we on this day celebrate our deliverance 
from p And only contraſt the heauties of 
humility with the deformities of pride—how 
perſuaſive and heavenly is the one—how 
hateſul and domineering the other At 
preſent, however, we are baſking in the ſun- 
ſhine of civil and religious liberties; but let 
us not, midit theſe envied bleſſings, forget 
the hand that gave them, and the blood 
that purchaſed them. 


Nature is every where beſt known by con- 
traſt, as light and darkneſs, ſummer and 
winter. Had our forefathers, who for their 
holy and pious converſation were ſorely 
perlecuted—who ſo painiully felt the thorns 


of * power piercing their ſides-had 
they 
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they felt the ſmiles and favours of Heaven 
in ſo eminent a degree as we have done, 
how thankful would they have been !—how 
grateful in adorations to their God ht he 
who is the diſpoſer of all events knows beſt 
how to act, and what viſitations are beſt fitted 
to our various tempers. Seek only God 
while he may be found, call upon him while 
he is near. Put your concerns in the hands 
of a faithful God; let Jeſus Chriſt be your 
only confident and friend. Build on him — 
build your church and glory on that divine 
rock, and the gates of hell ſhall not prevail 
againſt it. Let the ſad deſigns of this day, 
and the great interpoſition of Heaven, prove 
that God neither ſleeps nor ſlumbers ; and 
let it awaken and ſpur our gratitude to have 
him ſtill on our ſide, and then none can be 
againſt us. But remember, that while we 
commemorate bleſſings like theſe, let us copy 
the temper of our divine Maſter; and when 
reviewing the tragic plot, and even its wick- 
ed authors, let us not betray a fierce or un- 
chriſtian temper but implore, as did our 
Saviour, Father, forgive them, for they 


know not. what they do.” Convert our bre- 
1 thren 
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thren of the Romiſh church from their dar- 
ling errors. May they have God on their 
fide; and ſeeing what he marvellouſly has 
done for us, may it encourage them to fly 
humbly to his blood;—ſo that they with us, 
and we with them, may hereafter fit down 
with Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, 1 in the king- 
dom of heaven to all eternity. 


N ow to God, &c. 
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. 
As the firſt Deſign of the following Ser- 


mon was to aſſiſt your excellent Charity, 
with a View of effecting ſtill further ſo good 
a Purpoſe, I muſt here beg you to accept, 
what you did me the Honour to receive 
from the Pulpit. | 


M4 The 
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The Patronage which diſtinguiſhes your 
Inſtitution, is at once numerous and reſpec- 

table, becauſe Humanity and Attention are 

its deſerving Features; and under your ſkil- 

ful Management, and foſtering Care, ſuch 

will continue to be the great Recommen- 
dations. 


Allow me this Opportunity of expreſſing 
my beſt Thanks for the many Favours 
your Politeneſs and Friendſhip have con- 
ferred on, . 


S 11 
Your much obliged, | 


and very humble Servant, 


MK... | : 


{th April, 1789. | 
EDW. BARRY. 


. 


ST. MaRx, chap. x. ver. 23. 


How hardly ſhall they that have riches enter into 
the kingdom of | God ? | 


SURELY there is ſomething in the ſound 

of this text which alarms the man of for- 
tune, and damps a little the glee of faſhion; 
It even arreſts with a few grave moments, 
the eager buzz of thriving merchandiſe. 


The inoffenſive man, of vaſt eſtates, fitting 
in his envied chair, lulling away his life in 
retired indolence, appears for once tg ſtar- 
tle. Another, who all his life long has toil- 
ed for bread, and earned his little, as he 
terms it, by the ſweat of his brow, ſorely 


feels the tightneſs of the text. He looſens 
8 it 
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it however from himſelf, as well as he can, 
and is very generous to make it fit his neigh- 
bour. In fact, all are adroit to parry off 
the outward thruſt, but ſecretly feel the in- 
ward ſtab; and what Nathan ſaid unto Da- 
vid, they reluctantly apply to themſelves. 


But notwithſtanding the apparent ſeverity 
of our Saviour's obſervation, in the words 


5 juſt read, yet on a cool and mature exami- 


nation it will appear that they were uttered 
with the greateſt compaſſion, as a timely 
caution to wealth and opulence. 


— The chapter tells us of one, Who by ano- 


ther evangeliſt is called a certain ruler, who 


applied to our Saviour to know what he 
might do to inherit eternal life; and ſure- 
ly it was a very becoming enquiry Our 
Lord held forth to his view the command- 
ments — The ruler ſaid, ad theſe have I 
obſerved from my youth.” Would to God 
we could ſay likewiſe !—But our Lord, who 
well knows the human heart, penetrated in- 
to the infirmities even of this virtuous cha- 
racter. One would have thought, that as 

| he 
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he had kept all the commandments. he had 
been a fair candidate for heaven; but, alas! 
we know not ourſelves. | 8 


Our Saviour liſtened to this ruler's con- 
cern for ſalvation, and good account of 
himſelf, with ſo much pleaſure that he loved 
him; and no doubt was pained to tell him, 
that in the midſt of theſe very amiable qua- 
lifications, he yet lacked one thing neceſſary 
to obtain what he aſked for; — and thus our 
Lord puts it to the teſt - Go thy way, he 
ſaid, ſell whatſoever thou haſt, and give to 
the poor, and thou ſhalt have treaſure in 
heaven—and come and take up the croſs, 
and follow me.” This affected the ruler fo 
much, that he was even ſad at the ſaying, 
and went away grieved, for he had great 
poſſeſſions. Jeſus then looked round about, 
and ſaith to his diſciples, cc how. hardly ſhall 
they that have riches. enter into the king- 
dom of God?” 


Thus you have ſeen a manifeſt difficulty 
in the brief narrative of the ruler. You 


learn how well he was fitted for happineſs, 
had 
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had it not been for riches. This was the 
dead fly in the ointment—this the noxious 
bitter herb which unperfumed his other 
odours !——What a pity, that after having 
attained to ſuch eminence in every other 
virtue, and had nearly landed on happineſs, 
that he ſinks as it were in the ght of ſhore. 
He could take up the decalogue, and as far 
as it was in the power of human nature, he 
could plead innocence to them—-nay, even 
from his youth; but though he could obey 
all other precepts, yet to ſell his poſſeſſions, 
to part with his gold, to give to the poor, 
his ſoul was not equal to;—he could not 
vangquiſh that tyrant wealth. Hence, ſays 
our Lord in another place, * It is eaſier for 
a camel, (or what might have been render- 
ed a cable)—it is eaſier for a cable to go 
through the eye of a needle, than for a rich 
man to enter into the kingdom of God;”— 
and our text likewiſe, © How hardly ſhall 
they that have riches enter into the kingdom 


of God?” 


But notwithſtanding theſe alarming obſer- 


vations, they are far from ſuppoſing the 
impelf bility 
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#mpoſſebility of a rich man going to heaven; 
but only to ſhew by ſuch expreſſive language, 
or metaphor, the difhculties and temptations 
he has to encounter with ; - ſuch as pride to 
conquer, pleaſures to overcome, and luxuries 
_ tooppoſe, which all are the natural offspring 
of riches, unleſs the grace of God check 
their career. Beſides all this, he is no more 
than a ſteward over them; —he is com- 
manded to feed the hungry, to clothe the 
naked, to viſit and relieve the ſick, and be 
ready on every occaſion to exert this talent 
to the glory of God, and the ſervice of his 
 fellow-creatures; ſo that to uſe and not 
abuſe theſe riches demands more than /u- 
man wiſdom. How ſeldom is it the weal- 
thy ſay, Lord, this is gold I am only the 
ſteward of, make me faithful to the impor- 
tant truſt ; baniſh from my ſoul the helliſh 
attacks of covetouſneſs, and preſerve me 
from the ſallies of prodigality ? 


A rich man may be an honoured inſtru- 
ment in promoting the glory of God, and 
the ſervice of his fellow-creature. The pa- 


triarch Abraham was rich in cattle, in ſilver, 
" and 
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and in gold he ſaw the day of proſperity ;— 
but he faw another wet ”"74 yu it, en 
and was glad. 


In the ocean of high life how apt men are 
to ſink ?—It behoves them then to cry out, 
Save, Lord, or I periſh. e 


Worldly proſperity is a truſt that demands 
the utmoſt ſkill and fidelity to be ſafely ma- 
naged - it is a truſt of ſuch real important 
conſequence, that, if ſeriouſly weighed, few 
would accept it if they could ;—it would 
involve them into ſuch duties, that they 
would, if they thought rightly, ſuſpe& their 
| Inability to diſcharge them; and it is too 
ſadly to be remarked, that at the ſame 
time as riches afford the means, yet like a 
niggard, and a cheat, ſhe reſuſes, by many 
artifices, the temper of honeſty to the truſt. 
Proſperity is a charge, and the only plea- 
ſure a good mind can feel in 1t, 1s the op- 
portunity and determination of being faith- 
ful to it. 


W 


Poverty 
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Poverty tries our patience, and with the 
exertion of our beſt endeavours, we are to 
rely on God's pleaſure. The apoſtle ſays, 
] am inſtructed both to be full and empty 
both to abound and to ſuffer want.” It is a 
very critical hazardous matter to deport 


ourſelves well in the viciſſitudes of proſpe- 


rity and adverſity ; and therefore the wiſe 
man prayed, © Give me neither poverty nor 
riches feed me with food convenient for 
5 a 

me. 


If then riches at beſt are but a truſt, and 


ourſelves only ſtewards, let us arm ourſelves 
with reſolution and principle; but above all, 
.1mplore God's grace ſo to exerciſe them, 
that inftead of being a ſtumbling- block to our 
ſalvation, or the authors of our condemna- 


tion before God, they may, by a cheerful 


good exerciſe of them, be the happy inſtru- 


ments of ſpreading comfort here, and in- 
creaſing our glory hereafter —But have 


they ſuch dominion over you—are you ſo 
enſlaved to their deliſions — are you lo ena- 
moured with their fetters, that neither the 
ſear of puniſhment, nor the hope of a bleſſed 


reward, 


* 


e 

reward, will incline you to ſuſpe& your 
danger, or invite you to generous actions? 
—To ſuch my text awfully ſpeaks “ How 
hardly ſhall you enter into the kingdom of 
God? — Zut the appearance of this con- 


gregation perſuades me, that I am not ad- 
On g _ 


It is not © deals fince I ſtood up in this 
place in the cauſe of a different charity, 
and your liberality on that occaſion, makes 
to remember whom I am again ſpeaking 

to. Suffer me, then, to introduce to your 
kind offices, an inſtitution which cannot 
but deſerve well of you. I am again here 
this morning an humble advocate for ge- 
nuine—for the moſt natural ſor a poli- 
ical—and I may ſay—fſor a moſt godlike 
charity Other charities may have good 
claims to your bounty; but none ſo forcibly 
ſpeaks to the heart, as that which offers re- 
lief to nature in her moſt hitiable, oy; diſ- 
treſſing ſituation. 


Spare me a indeed I ſhould fail 
in che attempt, if endeavouring to draw the 
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picture of that poor woman, whoſe peculiar 
fituation and poverty have brooded for alon g 
time paſt the moſt dreadful fears enough; 
God knows, to bear the burthen of her tra- 
vail ! and 600 much comfort even at this 
time cannot be given to her languid hi- 
Tits; and what would you ſay to hear that 
the pangs of nature had ſuddenly ſeized her— 
unprovided with aid - ſurrounded with po- 
verty ! could you be a quiet ſpectator to a 
ſcene like this? could you hear the expir- 
ing ſhrieks of keen anguiſi and deſpair, and 
not have your heart inſtantly pierced" with 
mercy ? could you ſee the diſtracted eyes 
of penury and of torture gazing with horror 
on all around, till at length, finding none 
to ſuccour her- none to help her no hand- 
maid no cordial to nature I the galling 
tear is gathering in the eye ſhe turns her 
pale face to the beggar'd walls; and on 
the thorny pillow, rolling with bitter pain 
on the hard beaten couch, fhe lifts up her 
trembling prayer to Heaven, that God 
would put a period to this ſad milery ! 
Surely this is ſorrow !——this is Charity 
ſpeaking eloquently. her own cauſe !—And 
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if you have never ſeen or heard of ſuch 
a tale, be aſſured of the many which daily 
happen. Could you ſee them with your 
eyes, or hear them with your ears, you 
would there be taught to feel another's woe 

But though we are not the ſpeftators, —— 
theſe calamities are not perhaps in the 
ſtreets, bat are hid from our eyes in ſome 
forgotten miſerable abode ; yet be aſſured 
there are ſuch—and /uch, though abſent, call 
upon you by my voice to. become the friend 
of nature—to aid che work of God- to wel- 


come in ag. 4 


© as might be füd-but your humanity, 
I am ſure your feelings as Chriſtians, and 
as men, muſt, be before-hand. Your own 
native goodneſs, I am confident, has per- 
ſuaded you what to do.—And ſome, no 
doubt, are here, who muſt have anticipated 
far beyond what I could ſay on a ſubject of 
this kind. To them little indeed requires 
to be ſaid—even in proſperity they have felt 
the diſmal hour May that experience 
give a ſtriking idea what it muſt be in che 
moſt wretched adverſity. 
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I could here enlarge on the policy of ſuch 
an inſtitution, but that is of itſelf too evi- 
dent and glaring to want a ſingle comment 
from me for its ſupport. —Many, I grant 
you, are already the excellent aſylums for 
this immediate purpoſe. They do honour 
to human nature, and refle& peculiar worth 
on this metropolis : But though we admit 
that ſeveral are theſe ſanctuaries in diſtreſs, 
let it at the ſame time be noticed, that there 
is ſtill a greater portion of diſtreſſed objects. 
There never can reaſonably be too great a 
number of charitable inſtitutions, unleſs we 
can excel too much in humanity, and be too 
laviſh with virtue. | 


But do you ſay, that theſe many places 
of relief interrupt the benevolent deſigns of 
each other ?—it is then at moſt but a rival- 
ſhip in goodneſs, and 1t. will, in all proba- 
bility, be productive of this defirable eſfett, 

That the peculiar officers of each will en- 
deavour to excel each other in attention and 
humanity to their patients: for while many 
doors are open, it will naturally ſtir up a 
laudable jealouſy for ſuperiority—and where 
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inclination might be wanting, policy will 
command it ;—and thus, watched by the 
public eye, that inſtitution only will deſerve 
the beſt aid and patronage which exerciſes 
the beſt uſage, attendance, and compaſſion : 
and hence the painful tales of neglect and 
auſtere treatment, too often ſhewn to the 

indigent ſick, will be greatly obviated, if 
not wholly prevented. But the charity 
which at this time ſolicits your good offi- 
ces, is moſt aſſuredly diſtinguiſned, as well 
by the moſt reſpectable advice, as the utmoſt 
decency, tenderneſs, and attention. 


We are all one family in this great world, 
and God is the father of us all. In a little 
time no diſtinction will remain between rich 
and poor. All here is tranſitory !—all be- 
yond, eternal! The revolution of liſe 
is ſo certain and aſtoniſhing, that who knows 
aught to the contrary, but-that the very ob- 
jects who may partake of your philanthro- 
py, will ene day be exercifing the ſame 
goodneſs and humanity to ſome diſtant 
friend or relation of the preſent donors ?— 
for all things are, in the hands of God; he 

beingeik 
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bringeth mighty things to pals - he ſetteth 
up one, and pulleth down another! Stand 
forth then, let me once more intreat you, 


and drop the welcome tribute !—You can- 


not, and I am ſure, you will not refuſe to 
do it. 


To importune you any longer is unne- 
ceſſary. To point out your riches and 


power, I cannot;—indeed, it might be 


thought indelicate in me if I could;—but 
reflect, that in heaven your ability is regiſ- 
tered, and there your faithful and unfaith- 


ful exerciſe of it will be ſtrictly watched. 


And whilſt I congratulate the zeal of the 
accepted widow's mite, I muſt beg to apply 
to another the awful import of my text, 
* How hardly ſhall they that have riches 
enter into the kingdom of God?” and beg 


to aſk the rich man, when he has thrown 


into the treaſury, if he can appeal to Hea- 
ven that he has done his beſt? and whether 
he would be afraid to meet his God in judg- 
ment, and by the purity of that att alone to 
receive his eternal ſentence of happineſs or 
miſery? This is a ſhort, but a very une- 
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quivocal way of probing the heart, and diſ- 
covering in a great degree the truth. + . 


The time allotted us to do good, God 
knows! is at moſt but little; let us then em- 
ploy that little well ; not grudgingly, but 
cheerfully ; and not as unto man, but as un- 
to the Lord. We are tenants in this world 
only during the pleaſure of him that made 
it. Every moment ſpeeds us to our end; 
when all the pride, the beauty, the riches, 
the titles, the luxuries of life, muſt all wither 
into the paleneſs of death, and ſhroud them- 
ſelves with the horror of the grave; when 
all diſtinctions ſhall ceaſe, and the kindred 
| duſt of rich and poor imperceptibly will unite 
together !—We brought nothing into this 
. world, and it is certain that we can carry 
nothing out; and of all the goods that are 
left behind, we ſhall have nothing to live 
upon to all eternity, but only the good we 


did with them. The neceſſities that we re- 


lieved, the oppreſſions that we eaſed, the 
nakedneſs we cloathed, and the hunger we 
ſatisfied, theſe indeed will follow after us, 


ang feed us with content and happineſs to 
eternal 


(99) 
eternal ages—But if deſtitute of theſe, ſootr 


ſhall we be landed in another world !—up- 


on a ſtrange and inhoſpitable ſhore, and 
there be left miſerable and deſpairing beg- 
gars indeed !—then we ſhall wiſh, but wiſh 
ten thouſain tiges in vain, that inſtead of 
gratifying of faſnion and. of luxury, or feed- 
ing mſatiable avarice with the continual in- 
creaſe of wealth, that we had, by works of 


piety and charity, made ourſelves friends 


to the mammon of unrighteouſneſs ; ſo that 
when they failed, they might receive us in- 

to everlaſting habitations, and entertain us 

with pleaſure and delight to all eternity ! 


Seize then every opportunity of doing 
good—andthank God that you are the givers, 
and not the receivers !—The poor, perhaps, 
- cannot recompenſe you here—but God will, 
at the reſurrection of the juſt : and when 
the liberal heart is laid low on the couch of 
pain and diſeaſe—when the great wheel of 
life turns gentlyround—when weeping friends 
are melting forth their ſorrowful adieus, and 
at length the cold griping hand of Death has 


_ ſtopped the pulſe, even here, in this 
N 4 awful 
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awful and affecting view, the ſoul will re- 
collect her beſt exertions in the cauſe of the 
hoor, of virtue and religion I Then will 
you remember this and every other act of 
charity. God will return into your own 
boſom a cordial balm. You will recline on 
the pillow of diſſolution,” comforted by the 
fure promiſes of your dear, Redeemer, and 
death will loſe its ſting and terror. The 
prayers of the fatherleſs poor and widow, 
though they cannot ſtop the painful tear 

for deparling charity, yet they will rend the 
very air with hallelujahs to God therr guar- 
dian; while happy angels join the glorious 
notes, and conduct, through etherial ſkies, 

the bleſſed ſpirit to its great reward in hea- 
ven. 


Now to God, &c. 
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ST. Lux t, chap. xv. part of the 17 and 18 ver. 


And when he came to himſelf, he ſaid, Father, 1 
have inned againſe Heaven, and before thee, 


| To US ſaid the contrite prodigal ; and as 


the circumſtances which produced ſo noble a 


confeſſion are a faithful mirror of ourſelves, 
ſo profitable for our own meditation, and 
ſo clearly repreſented in the goſpel, it would 
be much injuſtice not to give a few outlines 
of this grand portrait at large. It is a con- 
nected parable, and hangs together with moſt 
admirable links. It cqznot be detached, 
elſe we might ſpoil its light and ſhadow. 
— The ſplendid dignity of the ſun muſt ſhew 
_ itſelf, 5 forth, illuminating, conſol- | 
ing, 
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ing, and diſpelling the moſt gloomy, the 
moſt melancholy of clouds. Indeed, the 
whole forms a ſaddening, pleaſing group of 
characters, and ſtrikes the eye and heart 
with its beautiful and aſtoniſhing effect. It 
is the exhibition of nature; it is a picture 
drawn from life, original, and well finiſhed 
by the maſterly pencil of. inſpiration ; and 
the deſign of it is to ſhew our own true co- 
laurs.— The excellent allegory is ſo framed, 
to teach us, that what the ſon was to his pa- 
rent, ſo we are to God; and that with his 
contrition, we ſhall have his pardon and 
reward; but till then we muſt remain as he 
did, in abjeCtneſs, contempt, and ruin. 


Since, then, the leſſon is ſo intereſting, 
let us loſe no time to enquire about it.— 
But how ſhall I unfold it to you? Will 
you then turn your eyes upon the youth, 
a little while ago nurſed in the tender lap 
of fond affection, ſtrangely forgetting the 
fond boſom that @eriſhed him, and wean- 
ing himſelf from filial love and duty? He 
is gradually ripened into ſelf-confidence, 
ſtubbornneſs, and pride. He feels a con- 
NT | ſequence 


Ty 3 
ſequence in himſelf, and ſuddenly claims 
from his father the portion of goods which 
fell to him. However unwelcome, : how- 
ver unnatural this requeſt, the parent does 
not mention, but divided his living. Pic- 
ture to yourſelves the tragical ſcene. See 
the darling giddy youth forſaking his aged 
father, quitting, his deareſt friend, to mingle, 
alas! as he thought, with the moſt jovial of 
creation—to taſte, at he thought, every ſweet 
of faſhion and company—to pluck, as he 
thought, from every lane of life, a fragrant, 

never. fading roſe. Drunk with eager hopes, 
he bids adieu to a happy home, and a broken- 
hearted parent, who, as he could not. pre- 
vent, did not remonſtrate on this unfeeling, 
this hazardous enterprize. Heſpoke, though 
no doubt in dumb eloquence, and took from 
his beloved ſon a longing, lingering, fare- 
well !—And hence the youth ruſhes into the 
pleaſures, but I ſhould have ſaid, the bittereſt 


ſorrows of life. 


He firſt takes a journey, we are told, 
into a far country, and there waſtes his ſub- 
ſtance in riotous living. Could you behold 

him 
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him now in the looſe circles of intempe- 
rance and extravagance, and preſently con- 
traſt thoſe with the conſequent meanneſs, 
hunger and wretchedneſs, it might exhibit 
a ſtriking leſſon to guard againſt the former, 
that we might eſcape the pangs of the latter. 
Poor creature !—his diſtreſs is ſo keen and 
complicated, that he now very gladly ac- 
cepted the very degrading menial office H 
feeding ſwine; and from the exceſs of lux- 
ury, would fain partake with thoſe animals 
to ſatisfy his craving wants. At this melan- 
choly deſpairing criſis, what muſt have been 
his meditations? Far diſtant from home— 
abandoned by thoſe miſcreants among whom 
he had exhauſted his ſubſtance—deſerted 
by thoſe hypocrites who affected ſanguine 
friendſhip while they feaſted on his ruin, he 
is now reduced to the loweſt ebb of diſtreſs. 
While painful, bitter reflections ſeverely 
laſh his folly, how wiſhfully, methinks, his 
dejected eyes are rolling about !—-O could 
he but have a glimpſe of that kind manſion 
he deſerted—of that dear friend he forſook, 
his heart would pant with more than exta- 
tic joy !—But the parent cannot witneſs the 
affecting 
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affecting ſcene; nor can the piercing cries 
of a deſpairing, periſhing ſon reach the fa- 
ther's ears /—He is left to linger in ſilent 
woe !—A thouſand ideas, it may be ſup- 
| poſed, were roving in his mind, and each 

had its pointed arrow. | 


| This pitiable youth is now truly in the 
ſevereſt ſchool of diſcipline, One moment 
here muſt give moretarture, than it is poſſible 
the moſt gigantic expectations before could 
have given him pleaſure. What muſt be 
done for his relief? How is he to be deli- 
vered from this moſt gloomy ſituation, and 
reſcued from the jaws of unpending death ? 
To return home in theſe rags, and in this 
incredulous miſery, and expett to be reſtored 

to my father's favour and love, after that I 
have, vilely ſquandered away my portion, 
and diſſipated my mind by the moſt infa · 
mous manners, and brought almoſt an inde- 
lible obloquy on myſelf and family, it would 
be too great an act of grace and mercy to 
expect! But yet I muſt return to the pa · 
ternal arms. I am reſolved at all events to 
try; and how am I to make theeffort ? 

Thus 
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Thus reaſoning, he came to himſelf; and 
then the language of the heart, and not the 
head, inſtructed him.— My father keeps 
many hired ſervants, and, lo, I periſh with 
hunger I am come now to myſelf—to ſeel 
myſelf.” To know ourſelves is the grand lef- 
Jon of life, that pulls down the Babel of 
pride, and gives us the firſt, the prime prin- 
ciple of Chriſtianity, and that is humility - — 
without it, all pretenſions to rel: one” are 
| falſe and n e 


It was monk, at that ſeaſon when he came 
to hamſelſ—when' he knew himſelf—that he 
determined what to do. I will arife,” ſays 
the poor prodigal, © and go to my father, 
and will fay unto him, Father, I have ſinned 
_ againſt Heaven, and before thee, and am no 
more worthy to be called thy ſon, make me 
as one of thy hired fervants.” When he poſ- 
ſeſſed genuine humility, he was not aſhamed 
of any hav employment, or aſhamed to 
join in ſervitude with even thoſe who once 
had obeyed his commands. This is the 
great . a Na . ag nee e 
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Affliction is ſometimes very uſeful phyſic; 
it ſobers the mind; it makes us think of 
ourſelves as we ought to think; it gives us 
humility, which 1s the beſt attitude of the 
ſoul, and brings us near to God. This 
brought a heart-felt confeſſion for ſin in the 
prodigal. It was not the cold inſipid arti- 
culation of his tongue, but the genuine 
warm ſentiments of his contrite ſoul. 


With all theſe happy features of ſorrow in 
the dejected ſon, the father ſaw at a diſtance; 
no ſeverity is ſeen in the parent's counte- 
nance—no harſh/language is heard no cut- 
ting remonſtrances ſeen whettening in his 
brow—No!—when the humble penitent is 
languiſhing yet at a diſtance, the gladdened 
heart of his fond father cannot wait in ſor- 
rowful ſuſpenſe !—he anticipates and ſees 
his outward miſery—he hears, as it were, 
already the tremulous tongue ſpeaking, in 

moſt pathetic eloquence, to a parent's feel- 
ing! The parent can no longer liſten— 
he 1s charmed into tears, and embraces al- 
moſt with frantic love the diſconſolate form 
of his long- abſent ſon Here is a meet- 
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ing!—here is a picture, which no pevoil can 
paint that no language can utter! 


Thus, * it is, and muſt "My with God 
and ourſelves. We have all by nature and 
practice deſerted God our Father, and have 
by arrogance and pride diſmiſſed ourſelves 
from our heavenly paradiſe. We have gone 
into a far, very far country, into the world of 
fin and Satan. Inſtead of heavenly manna, 
we have fed upon the filthy huſks of human 
entertainment; and the mind, ſooner or 
later, muſt feel the poverty, the miſery of 
ſuch poor, ſuch vile traſh; but while the lamp 
of life ſeems to burn furiouſly, as when the 
prodigal was in excels, ſuch reflections may 
not operate ; but preſently when the mind is 
a little calmed by meditation, or brought to 
recollection by any calamity, we then nauſe- 
ate the ſoul feeding of this world; we at 
length detect its hidden poiſon ; deſiring 
now rather to be a door-keeper in the houſe 
of God, than to dwell in the tents of ungod- 
linels. All things below appear contemp- 
tible—all above, delightful and deſirable. 
Then the mind enquires how ſhe may return 
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to God, her father and her friend;—how to 
be re-admitted a welcome gueſt! When 

that truly is the caſe, deſpair not a happy 
reception. I need not dittate what your 
language ſhould be on ſo happy an occa- 
ſion. If by pride, and its concomitant vices, 
you have offended God now endeavour 
to atone for it, and pleaſe him by the very 
acceptable language of ſorrow and humility. 
He has long mourned your departure; for 
he wept bitterly over diſobedient Iſrael ;— 
he weeps over you, and declares, that he 
has no pleaſure in the death of a finner.”— 
But, alas! with grief and conſuſion may it 
be obſerved, that in ſpite of all theſe no- 
ble encouragements, there is ſomething ſo 
wretchedly conceited and ungrateſul in hu- 
man nature, as impudently to preſume on 
the favour of Heaven! Becauſe Chriſtia- 
nity appears in the lovelieſt attire, and 
charmingly perſuades, ſinners vainly ſup- 
poſe, that by courting their attention ſhe is 
too much enamoured to forſake them; and 
thus they tantalize and triumph in her love . 
but they forget that ſhe can ſet aſide her 


love, to take vengeance on their perfidy, 
0 2 1 and 
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and ſweetly to revenge the inſults offered 
to her erben Jealouſy ! 


It proving ſo reſolute in guilt, that no- 
thing but ſcourges can make us feel and ſo 
- ſtupid, that nothing but judgment can awake 
the mind, God will fend his terrors to make 
us know him, and his judgments to make 
us know ourſelves—the pſalmiſt ſays, Put 
them in fear, O Lord, that the Heathen 
may know themſelves to be but men; ; 
for till then, it is too often that we never 
have a thought about God— ourlelves—or 
eternity. 


If the word Chriſtianity perchance ſhould 
intrude itſelf on our notice, it is got rid of 
as quick as poſſible. The prodigal, the 
ſon of faſhion, the trembling debauchee, 
the accompliſhed and the vulgar ſinner, 
are all unanimous to withſland this com- 
mon ſoe to their happineſs and diſſipation. 
They will nearly all of them agree, that 
the laws of religion are only calculated 
| for the phlegmatic and the dull: that na- 


ture has permitted them freely to uſe what 
ſhe 
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ſhe has ſo luxuriouſly provided for their 
entertainment. The heaven, indeed, they 
are ſo good to allow to be the Lord's; that 
he dwelleth therein, and doth what pleaſeth 


him beſt; but the earth is their's, and who 


ſhall dare to interrupt them? There is but 
a {mall portion of time allotted them Let 
us not then be buried, ſay they, while alive, 


in religious melancholy. To order all our 


actions according to ſtinted rules and precepts, 
belongs only to {laves, and thoſe of a ſervile 
turn of mind. Our enlightened, expand- 
ed fouls ſhurn ſuch injunctions. We have 
the wide world to ramble in — Fortune has 
thrown us in the envied track of pleaſure— 
we have health, and wealth, to taſte every 
ſweet of liſe; and they are bigots, or fools, 
who wiſh to turn this happy tide we ſo 

 feeetly glide in. They grudge us what they 
cannot poſleſs themſelves. We know, or ra- 


ther, we dread the thoughts of death; but 


it is a debt which all muſt pay; and ſurely 
the Deity can never be ſo moroſe, and un- 
juſt, to puniſh his creatures for gratifying, 
to the full, thoſe paſſions which he implanted 
in our nature — At all events, God is mer- 
citul 
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ciful—ſo let us eat and drink to-day, though 
to-morroꝛo WE die. *—This is the maſk which 
ſinners wear, to entice others; this the bait, 
this the hypocriſy of ſin— This is the 
ſweetened cup of poiſon, from which, alas! 
many have drunk their bitter fatal draughts! 
To ſuch hearty ſentiments as theſe, the 
prodigal, no doubt at one time, would have 
given his warmeſt approbation ; but all this 
zs want of reflection—it is for want of hu- 


Know thyſelf,” was the great admoni- 
tion of the learned ſages, and worthy to be 
immortalized by them in letters of gold !— 
For want of this great knowledge, innume- 
rable evils are ſuffered to ſurround us. We 
ſhrink from the enquiry. Pride will not 
ſuffer the thought ;—ſhe caught the firſt 
man, and perſuaded him he ſhould be a 
god: and from that moment poor fooliſh 
man has toiled to ſupport his title 


Nothing, perhaps, more effectually hin- 
ders the knowledge of ourſelves, than flat- 
tery. While a croud of paraſites are buz- 
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ring ſcarce any thing around us but the ap- 
plauſes of a deluding multitude—while ſuch 
are ſucking into their vitals the hoſannahs 
of perfidious mortals, it is impoſſible almoſt, 
with this training, to hear the voice of rea- 
ſon, or to know themſelves ;—but yet two 
arrows there are, which cannot fail to teach 
them, Calamity and Death. Calamity, like an 
unwelcome gueſt, forces itſelf upon us, and 
makes a rude ſeizure of our joys; but laſt of 
all, Death. When this ſad ſpectacle ſtalks in- 
to the chamber, and holds his glaſs to reflect 
dur torpid ghaſtly viſage, then ſhall we ſee of 

What we are, and unto what we muſt return. 


Upon the whole, therefore, if we deſire to 
be happy, lo muſt we ſtudy to be w/e; I mean 


the knowledge of God, and of our/eives. All 


wiſdom elſe, compared to this is but ſhewy 
and ſpeculative—* for after all thoſe things 
do the Gentzles ſeek,” who know, perhaps, as 
little of themſelves as of the God who made 
them. But let it be our duty, to look out for 
ſome nobler wiſdom—to ſtudy for ſome better 
end take pains after all other knowledge— 
to dive into the bowels of the earth for it to 
ranſack 
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ranſack kingdoms for pebbles, fot Ie d 
for coins to burthen the memory with the 
voluminous pages of hiſtory—to tire the 


mind, by plowing on foreign languages, or 


diſtract the brain with abſtruſe ſcience, and 
deſert the great knowledge of ourſelves—of 
what we are, and where *we ate travelling 
to—-what fool-hardine/ſs What bold Pre- 
ſumption! 


Let us, then, implore God to impreſs 
on our minds that we are but men, and are 
decaying into death every moment we live; 

that with ſuch reflections we may know our- 
ſelves; and as the Prodigal, when he came 
to that knowledge, returned to his father, 
ſo may we return to God, before the dread- 
ful day of the Lord ſhall ſuddenly overtake 
us; when we ſhall be made to know our- 
ſelves; but, alas! with eternal ſhame, and 
feel it with endleſs ſorrow !—In the midſt, 
therefore, of all ſituations in life, whether | 
honourable, or diſhonourable—fpoor, or rich — 
learned, or unlearned—teach us, O Lord, to 


know ourſelves! | 
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